
PLANNING BOARD 
TOWN OF PETERBOROUGH, New Hampshire 

Public Hearing 
 

Minutes of April 27, 2010 
 

The Peterborough Planning Board held a luncheon meeting at 12 noon on Tuesday, April 27, 2010 
in the Kitchen Meeting Room of the Town House. Guest Speaker was Steve Whitman, Planner 
with Jeffrey Taylor & Associates, Inc. to review the draft Land Use and Energy Policy Audit.  
 
Members Present: Vice Chair David Enos and Carl Wagner. 
  
Staff Present:  Carol Ogilvie, Director and Laura Norton, Administrative Assistant, Office of 
Community Development. 
 
Mr. Whitman began with a brief review of the audit as a means to identify the energy 
implications of land use regulations and planning. “This really needs to be your document” he 
said adding “and reflect the things you think are important.” Mr. Whitman explained that as one 
of only six towns in the state to be chosen for the audit “Peterborough is a municipal energy 
assistance town, with an up-to-date Master Plan and doing a lot of things on the regulatory side.” 
He noted Sanbornton, Lancaster, Exeter, Keene and Enfield were the other towns chosen and 
that “overall when we look at your land use regulations and Master Plan we feel you are in good 
shape in comparison to other towns.” He noted the Master Plan did not have an Energy Chapter 
but it was good never-the-less, but that Vision Statements could be added to reflect energy as 
being an issue to address in a future chapter. Mr. Whitman also noted that many of the 
suggestions made as a result of the audit “were suggestions given to all the towns.” 
 
Mr. Whitman reviewed the major audit findings that found Peterborough is a regional service 
center in the southwest portion of New Hampshire. He spoke about the smart growth techniques 
that encourage infill and redevelopment in the village area. He also noted the historic character 
of the downtown plays a strong role in the town’s identity. He reviewed factors limiting 
development and other large issues guiding the town’s development pattern.  
 
A brief discussion about the Rural District followed with Mr. Wagner noting “I am guilty, I have 
two 4 and a half acre lots for sale right now” adding “I was encouraged to make the lots that size 
because they are in the Rural District.” Through further discussion it was also noted that “the 
Family and General Residence Districts are pretty filled up, there is no other place to go but the 
Rural District.” A brief discussion about Open Space followed. 
 
Mr. Whitman noted the audit would assist the town in defining “where the town is headed and if 
the regulations will carry it there.” He talked about Master Plan strategies and their 
implementation. He complimented the town by noting “and it is happening, your Master Plan 
and your regulations are going in the same direction.”  Mr. Whitman then reviewed key issues 
when considering future updates of the Master Plan. This included the consideration of adding a 
specific energy statement that embraced energy conservation and sustainability, ensuring climate 
change and energy security, as well as other natural resource concerns that are seen as constraints 
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to development, and promoting the strengthening of the local (and regional) economy by 
producing more of what is needed locally, in turn keeping money local.  
 
Mr. Whitman reviewed key issues to address in a future Master Plan update. He noted a specific 
statement about energy conservation and sustainability would enhance what is mentioned in the 
vision statements. He also reviewed including baseline data on greenhouse gas emissions, 
clarifying the connection between the increased intensity of natural disasters and the need for 
climate adaptation efforts to be addressed. “What do these increased storm patterns mean?” he 
asked the members. He went on to note “you need to guide the future development to be 
prepared for different patterns than we are used to.” He followed with a brief discussion on 
resource conservation and resource use noting “farms and forest have incredible values for the 
community.” (For example, Sunnyfield Farm, Rosely’s and the Farmer’s Market.) 
 
Mr. Wagner noted the potential of being able to harness the water energy at MacDowell Dam 
noting “right now it goes right by” adding “having our own power, that is part of what 
sustainability is all about.” The members then briefly discussed an article that had passed by 
petition last year for an optional property tax exemption for solar, wind power and wood heating. 
 
The group then reviewed the zoning ordinance with Mr. Whitman complimenting a clear Master 
Plan vision of future land use patterns. Mr. Whitman talked about Form Based Code and how it 
could be used in traditional as well as mixed-use developments. Examples such Robbe Farm 
Road, Peteridge and Nubi River were discussed. Also discussed were density, housing type and 
layouts that included sustainability and geo-thermal efficiency. 
 
A recent decision by the ZBA regarding boarding houses was also discussed.  Ms. Ogilvie noted 
the applicant’s problem was that his structure did not meet the state building code. Nevertheless, 
a discussion about accessory apartments (defined as being no less than 400 square feet and no 
larger than 600 square feet) and work force housing strategies followed.  
 
The group then discussed providing incentives for LEED or Energy Star certification. Mr. 
Wagner noted “with people becoming more aware and having that desire combined with the 
incentives from the federal government can only be good for our town.” Mr. Whitman advocated 
that an advisory energy commission be created noting many other towns have done so without 
being supported by staff. Mr. Enos agreed in part replying “we need an energy statement that is 
better than what we have.” 
 
In conclusion the group reviewed the status of several chapters of the Master Plan with the 
consensus being “tackling an Energy Chapter right now is unrealistic.”  (Because the Master 
Plan Steering Committee has two chapters underway.) 
 
The meeting ended at 1:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Laura Norton  
Administrative Assistant 


