Minutes

EVSC Meeting #7

04/30/03

Peterborough Town House
Present:  Keith Burke, Beth Cote, David Macy, Susan O’Neil, Ken Simonetta, and Dick Weiler

Chairman Dick Weiler called the meeting to order.  The minutes from the April 16th meeting were reviewed and accepted.  

1) The meeting opened with a review of the Master Planning Committee’s survey; the EVSC has been asked to provide three questions to be included in the survey.  Dick led the discussion and offered some suggestions.  The group discussed and helped focus the questions on areas relevant to our data collection.  Dick offered to complete the formulation and deliver the questions to the MPC on Thursday, the 17th.

2) George reported on the EVSC survey sent out by the Peterborough Chamber of Commerce.  Results, to be tabulated by the Chamber, are anticipated by mid-May.

3) Beth distributed a copy of her findings regarding business occupancy of the various properties listed in Peterborough’s tax rolls.  She raised the issue of refining the commercial property category to make more detail visible in statistical analysis.  The group discussed the four categories established at a past meeting and agreed to amend the list with four additional categories:

a) Commercial Property Categories:

i) Healthcare/Retirement

ii) Apartments

iii) Industrial/Manufacturing

iv) Professional Services

v) Retail

vi) Education/Non-Profit

vii) Business Services

viii) Publishing

4) George briefly reviewed the paper he presented at an earlier meeting; he agreed to add an executive summary paragraph at the heading of the paper.  George outlined a process for marketing Peterborough to CEOs of companies that are attractive to Peterborough planners, an idea that the group would like to discuss further in the next phase of our work.

5) Susan reviewed her findings regarding the 1999 study of the relative costs associated with the different kinds of property (commercial, residential, and open space).  She found the McFadden report to be well supported by a number of research precedents.  The Open Space Committee’s challenges to the report were also recognized.  The group agreed to accept the McFadden report. While recognizing the difficulty of arriving at objective assignment of town services to specific properties, the McFadden report provides useful information for consideration in strategic planning for Peterborough.

6) Keith reviewed his findings relating education to economic vitality.

7) The group reviewed question #25 from the data gathering agenda.  The group agreed that “location” should be added to the “Regional Factors” column, and that “marketing the region” should be added to the “Considerations” column.

8) Dick distributed a copy of his summary and asked for written comments to be sent to him in a timely fashion for inclusion in his Chairman’s report.

The next meeting was scheduled for May 14th at 5:00 P.M. in the Town House.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:15 P.M.

Minutes approved on May 14, 2003.
