Conservation Commission Annual Report 2011
Commission members were involved in a variety of projects in addition to their advisory role providing written comment on applications before the state's Wetlands Bureau and Peterborough's Planning Board and Zoning Board of Adjustment that involve potential wetlands or shoreline impacts. Commission members visit the site, discuss the issues, and reach consensus on that written comment.


Commission members assisted EMS and the ConVal senior class plan its first annual Conservation Day workday, helping to line up projects in school district towns. On April 30 volunteers cleared brush on the Walcott conservation field off Scott Mitchell Road and at the Harris Center Elm Street/Route 101 corner lot on which the Commission holds a conservation easement.

Town DPW head Rodney Bartlett also helped arrange a Manchester Correctional workgang for three days working with Commission members for further clearing. The goal is annual brush-hogging to combat the return of invasive buckthorn that overran the Elm Street property. Wetlands also were delineated on the parcel.

In May voters approved changes to the Wetland Protection District that make it clear the 50-foot protective buffer is to remain naturally vegetated; that it will be marked with boundary tags to assist compliance; and that wetland permitting be by Conditional Use Permit through the Planning Board (no longer by Special Exception through the Zoning Board). Wetlands a quarter of an acre now are jurisdictional (replacing the former half-acre).

Commission recommendations and work to establish greater buffers for wetlands with higher function and lesser width for wetlands of lower function met with opposition in the public hearing process. Efforts to assure that wetland functions, and therefore buffer width, would be assessed objectively were not successful.


Member Swift Corwin renewed the town's status as a Tree Farm and will assist in updating management plans for various town conservation properties this year

The Commission has streamlined a process that is triggered when the Town receives an Intent-to-Cut forestry notification. The Commission mails landowners a booklet that explains forestry laws with special attention to wetland crossings and wetland and shoreland buffers that must be maintained, as well as other state laws and best management practices.

The ConCom also tracked legislative bills that would have negatively impacted conservation work in the state, sending written comment, going to hearings in Concord, and alerting the Select Board who did the same. All bills were ruled "inexpedient to legislate" and died in committee.

Annual monitoring of 20 properties that the town holds conservation easements on encountered a few boundary and other issues that were addressed for the most part, with one ongoing. 

One conservation easement held by the town was transferred to the Harris Center when that organization was granted a conservation easement by Otter Brook Farm for the surrounding land. The Otter Brook Farm easement was one of four completed in town that made 2100 the strongest year ever for acres (705) and exemplary natural resources conserved.


Plans began for a vernal pools mapping project on town conservation land with the Ashuelot Valley Environmental Observatory (AVEO), now under the Harris Center's organizational wing. The project is modeled after Keene's and involves training volunteers in vernal pool identification. Certain species are known as "obligate" vernal pool species (fairy shrimp, wood frogs, Jefferson and spotted salamanders). Find them—alerted in most cases by the duck-like quacking of wood frogs—and you've found a vernal pool.


ConCom organized the annual roadside clean-up to coincide with Earth Day, April 22. Roadside litter is superficial, and as such is not a natural resource threat, but the ConCom is pleased to assist nonetheless.


Volunteers are always needed for tasks such as invasive species removal, trail work and easement monitoring. The Commission meets the third Thursday of each month in the Town House, 7 p.m. We invite you to join us.
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