Conservation Commission Annual Report 2013

The year began with the Conservation Commission and Board of Selectmen approving funding assistance for three conservation easements completed at the end of 2012: Sunnyfield Farm and Crotched Mountain Foundation properties along Bogle Road (permanently conserving 34 acres and 16 acres, respectively), and the Community Garden land on Route 202N and Scott Mitchell Road (6 acres with 24 garden plots).
	Susan Stanbury retired from the Commission after three years of service, including overseeing monitoring of the 20 conservation easements held by the ConCom. No small task.
	New member Cynthia Nichols volunteered to take on that task, and to continue her role helping oversee the Conservation Commission/Harris Center Vernal Pool Project as it approaches the second year.
	At the urging of Duffy Monahon, the ConCom organized a workgang on the National Day of Service that coincides with Martin Luther King Day weekend. Duffy and Rick Monahon were among the volunteers that chainsawed major blowdowns blocking the trail at the Fremont Conservation Land, conserved thanks to Duffy’s efforts in 1991. A “Welcome to Duffy’s Woods” sign will be put in place in 2014.
	Also in memory of Rick and Duffy and all that they contributed to the town and well beyond, the ConCom will organize a Monahon Day of Service workgang each January.
April brought year two of the Vernal Pool project with more volunteers trained and vernal pools mapped. Year one efforts mapped vernal pools on town-owned conservation land; year two mapped pools on some properties privately owned and conserved through conservation easement deeds monitored by the ConCom and Monadnock Conservancy, a new partner in the Project. 	
Vernal pools provide critical breeding habitat for amphibians and even tiny clams and shrimp. Being temporary, the result of spring rains and snow melt, vernal pools don't host fish that would prey on these species. 
	The Vernal Pool Project seeks to increase awareness of a diverse and often overlooked wildlife habitat. Great news at the end of the year was a major Vernal Pool Project support grant from the Goyette Memorial Fund.
Land stewardship projects included surveying a boundary on the town’s Cheney Avenue field to clarify a property line; removal of a fire pit and trash at the Wheeler Trail conservation land; and major work on the Fremont Conservation Land trail washed out by beaver-assisted flooding. For the latter, many thanks to a Dublin School workgang; and for mowing the town’s Cheney Avenue field continuing thanks to Dick Fernald and field neighbors for organizing and funding that annual mowing.
As always, combatting the encroachment of invasive plant species on conservation land was a focus. Thanks to Sandy Eneguess major progress was made on the lot at the corner of Elm Street and Route 101. The right person with the right equipment—both volunteered—eradicated the impenetrable mass of glossy buckthorn. Again, no small task.
	Late summer, at the initiative of Richard Pendleton, former ConCom member and current neighbor of the town’s “Hall Property,” Select Board approval was given for a new trail on the 121-acre property. ConCom member Swift Corwin was another key initiator of the project. In short order and with the help of enlisted volunteers, they created a mile and a half loop trail. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The new Evans Flats Trail is accessed off the Evans Road cul-de-sac. Note that in recognition of important wildlife habitat along the Nubanusit Brook corridor, hikers must keep their dogs on a leash. 
	Throughout the year, the Conservation Commission gave written comment on applications involving wetlands or shoreland impacts before the Planning Board, Zoning Board, and the state’s Wetlands Bureau, and, as always, monitoring 20 conservation easements proved a challenge.
	Volunteers are always appreciated for monitoring easements, invasive species removal, trail work, and the Vernal Pool Project. The Commission meets the third Thursday of each month in the Town House, 7 p.m. We invite you to join us.
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