Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting
May 15, 2014, Peterborough Town House, 7:00 p.m.

Present: Swift Corwin, Bryn Dumas, John Kerrick, Matt Lundsted, Cynthia Nichols, John Patterson, Francie Von Mertens, Robert Wood

Guests: Dawn Tuomala from Monadnock Survey Inc.,
Members of Temple Mountain Buddhist Meditation Center
 
Business  April 17, 2014 meeting minutes were approved.

Upcoming Events  	
Monies Approved
$50.00 to Cynthia Nichols for Greenerborough table fees.

Presentation
Dawn Tuomala from Monadnock Survey Inc. presented plans for a new temple with parking area at the Temple Mountain Buddhist Meditation Center on Route. Under Consideration: Meditation Center's variance application for impacts to Wetlands Protection Overlay Zone (WPOZ) to be presented to the Zoning Board of Adjustment June 2nd.
        Dawn Tuomala provided maps showing current house and garage. A second map showed the plans for a temple and 19 parking spaces, plus two for the residents and two handicap spaces for ADA compliance. The wetland of concern was delineated on the map as well. Approximately half of the temple and parking area are shown to be within the Wetlands Protection Overlay Zone. A rain garden is planned next to the temple, also in the WPOZ, to handle stormwater runoff.
        The temple will also have rain gutters leading to the rain garden. The driveway/parking area will remain gravel—a condition of prior ZBA special exception approval when the meditation center first came before the board in 2011. 

Wetland Description: 
The wetland appears to have been trenched to divert runoff from upslope and spring seeps, directing it around an area likely leveled for a ski center parking area. That area has been converted to lawn.  It appears to be a low-value wetland, with little natural vegetation buffering it. The wetland's main function is to divert runoff from the developed area.

Discussion: 
It was noted that the main criteria for Conservation Commission consideration is whether all efforts have been made to avoid or minimize impacts to the WPOZ. Francie Von Mertens stated that very few applications come before the ZBA for impacts to the WPOZ because great efforts are made to avoid those impacts, and alternatives are successfully found. 
The ditch was likely dug because upland seeps were making the property wet. 
       Dawn Tuomala noted the property's constraints, and that plans had to include required set-backs from the well and septic system.     
       A site visit was proposed for the following week.
Wardwell-Cheney Encroachment
John Patterson reported that the Wardwell-Cheney property line was surveyed, confirming unauthorized encroachment across the property line.	 
          The Conservation Commission agreed that the next steps will be to write a letter to the conservation easement property owner about the encroachment and steps the ConCom will take; notify Town Administration and Select Board Chair; as well as NHDES and the Forest Society as back-up holder to the conservation easement on the property. 

Invasive Plants 
Francie showed the new brochure and a PowerPoint presentation on invasives to the Select Board and it was well received. She also presented to The Well School, which then did an all-school pull. The following Saturday, May 10, there was a community garlic mustard pull at The Well. About 20 people attended including teachers, school families and ConCom volunteers. 

Peterborough GIS Intern:
Fash and Rodney Bartlett have lined up an intern skilled in GIS mapping, and ConCom members agreed that mapping roadside garlic mustard and Japanese knotweed would greatly assist outreach on these two problem invasives often introduced on roadside sand and gravel fill. 

Trail Guide Update
We will update the old guide with the same graphics.  Francie and John Patterson will work on the project. Efforts will focus on new trails and increasing connectivity. As a start, John hiked the (modest) Seccombe Trail to judge its merits for continued mention in the guide.

Wetlands Mitigation Proposal for the Town 
In discussing the addition of the Evens Flats Trail to the guide, and ConCom plans to pursue a conservation easement on the Hall Property containing the trail, John Patterson suggested conserving that property was an ideal mitigation project that would meet the requirement to mitigate wetlands impacts resulting from the Town building the hospital access road off Route 202.
[bookmark: _GoBack]           Conservation Commission members agreed enthusiastically and Von Mertens will propose same to OCD Director/Town Planner Pete Throop. 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:49 p.m.
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