Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Site Visit
Temple Mountain Buddhist Meditation Center, Route 101E 
May 23, 2014, 8 a.m.

Present: Jo Anne Carr, Matt Lundsted, John Patterson, Francie Von Mertens, Robert 
Wood; Dawn Tuomala, Monadnock Survey, Inc.; Jim Hassinger, Chris Mann and Hai Duong, representatives of the Meditation Center; Sharon Monahan

As communicated to Dawn Tuomala of Monadnock Survey, Inc. and representatives of the Meditation Center at the May 15 Conservation Commission meeting:
The main criterion considered relating to impacts to the Town's Wetlands Protection Overlay Zone (WPOZ) is that every effort be made to avoid encroachment in the WPOZ. 

Towards that end, Dawn Tuomala proposed 
re-siting the building so that the foundation is located on the WPOZ boundary to lessen encroachment.  The overhanging deck/walkway and proposed rain garden would remain in the WPOZ;
repositioning the two handicapped parking spaces out of the WPOZ and repositioning 3-4 parking spaces and access to them out of the WPOZ.

The original wetland on the site likely was trenched to divert runoff and spring seeps, directing flow away from an area leveled for a parking area for Temple Mountain Ski Area. Today, it is a wetland of comparative low natural resource value, but as a headwater stream (likely intermittent) it merits attention.

As mitigation for impacts to the WPOZ, Conservation Commission members recommended restoration of natural vegetation in the WPOZ 50-foot buffer area on both sides of the wetland, upslope and down, as well as continuing control of invasive Japanese knotweed in one location. Japanese knotweed is on the State's list of prohibited invasive plant species.
Knotweed colonizes stream corridors aggressively with negative impacts to native plant and wildlife diversity. Knotweed segments released downstream can take root.
	Upslope of the wetland is forested. In one area recently cleared, Conservation Commission recommended and representatives of the Meditation Center agreed that vegetation will be allowed to return naturally, assisted by plantings such as willow/blueberry/red osier dogwood. Downslope is lawn (the former parking area) that has no buffering function. Similar plantings were suggested for that area to assist natural revegetation and representatives of the Center agreed to that landscaping plan.

Dawn Tuomala further agreed to expand the rain garden area, thereby adding function and value to the WPOZ 50-foot buffer area.
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