Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting

April 18, 2013, Peterborough Town House, 7 p.m.

Present:  Swift Corwin, Bryn Dumas, John Kerrick, Matt Lundsted, John Patterson, Francie Von 
 Mertens, Robert Wood; Cynthia Nichols

March 2013 minutes were approved. 

Educational Outreach / Projects
Matt proposed that we reinvigorate educational programs/field trips and/or writing articles for the newspaper. In the past the PCC articles were in a section called "Conservation Matters." Monadnock Ledger-Transcript contact is Steve Leone. Woody will contact about PCC articles.  Topics proposed:

May - Vernal Pools – Matt (Cynthia/Brett)

June – Bats – Cynthia

July - Aquatic Invasives

August - Invasive Plants – 

Oct - Forestry Best Management Practices – Swift 

Nov - Conservation Easements – Francie

Jan – Watersheds/Wetlands - Cynthia

Feb - Stormwater – Woody 

March - Shoreland/Buffer April 
April  - Medications /Water Quality
Master Plan

Fremont Trail Work

It was proposed that the PCC occasionally meet in field. The Fremont Field trail needs attention where beaver overflow has eroded it.  Francie will scope out the project. It might be a good project for students who need community service too. 

Tentative Date: Next PCC meeting, Thursday June 20th, 6:30 p.m.
Cheney Avenue Field –Folder is with Swift and he'll focus on the next steps. 

Wheeler Trail fire pit 

Fire chief is on board and the Select Board will make the final decision.  John Patterson will be meeting with latter. It is likely that the site will be dismantled and a sign will be posted.

Cranberry Meadow Bog Dam
The Pattersons were told that NHDES needs more information and are thinking of changing the dam design to resemble the one in Casalis Forest.

Vernal Pools
Indoor trainings were held April 17th and outdoor training will be at Miller State Park April 20th.  Project this year has expanded to certain conservation easement (private) properties in addition to town conservation land.

Educational component

Cynthia gave slide presentation on vernal pool obligate species; talked about bat survey she is helping NH Audubon and NH Fish & Game with. May 30th training 7:30 p.m. at Willard Pond Wildlife Sanctuary barn. Must register with thelen@harriscenter.org.

/cn and fvm
