Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting

April 19, 2012, Peterborough Town House, 7 p.m.

Present:  Jo Anne Carr, Bryn Dumas, John Kerrick, Matt Lundsted, John Patterson, Susan Stanbury, Francie Von Mertens 


Beth Alpaugh-Côté, Water Resources Advisory Committee and CNBRLAC (Contoocook and North Branch Rivers Local Advisory Committee)


Cynthia Nichols, Peterborough

Budget / minutes approval
Various invoices were approved (conference tuition, ConVal workgang expenses, Windy Row Treeworks).


March meeting minutes were approved.

CNBRLAC Water testing

Beth Alpaugh-Côté, volunteer for the Local Rivers Advisory Committee, described Contoocook River water quality testing done locally. She is requesting Conservation Commission contributions from towns along the river for on-site testing equipment that costs approximately $1,000. In summer months, the water is tested approximately every two weeks.


Francie Von Mertens motion / John Patterson second:

Move that the Conservation Commission contribute $400 towards water quality testing equipment for the Local Rivers Advisory Committee.


The motion passed unanimously.

May 8 zoning ballot

Von Mertens cited a petition article that would allow retail as a primary use in the Commerce Park District north along Route 201 opposite Scott Mitchell Road. Presently retail is allowed as a secondary use similar to EMS. Other uses currently allowed besides office/commerce are cultural/religious/educational/recreational. The petition article would allow 100% retail.


Von Mertens pointed to the Master Plan protecting gateways and corridors to town, and its goal of encouraging development at existing "village centers"—not isolated in outlying areas of town.


It was agreed the Conservation Commission will not take an official position opposing the article (it was approved by the Planning Board) but members could as individuals help spread awareness of the article.
HanSul gravel operation

The latest update after Susan Stanbury and Von Mertens again met with the Town Administrator is that Rodney Bartlett will create a computer simulation of the 2:1 slope easement and meet with the gravel operation owners to discuss final restoration of the site and the permitted encroachment onto the abutting conservation easement property. The Conservation Commission is prepared to contract a survey of the boundary line between the conservation easement property and the gravel operation if necessary.
Vernal Pool Project

John Patterson reported the training went well with some 15-18 participants. The lack of snow melt, early warm weather and lack of rainy migration nights have led to fewer vernal pools, receding water levels that dry out egg masses, as well as limited amphibian migration.


Goals this first year of the VP Project therefore are modest. After Saturday's field work training session, volunteers will sign up to ground truth/survey known vernal pools as well as potential vernal pools.


Cynthia Nichols introduced herself. She is an educator experienced in vernal pool work. She was welcomed as an active participant in the project as well as other Conservation Commission work.

Other
Open Space: Von Mertens passed Open Space maps updated to show the past year's considerable easement property additions and current Bogle Road area projects. 

Forestry: John Kerrick will request that Intents-to-cut forms be sent directly to ConCom members.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.  The next regularly scheduled meeting is May 17, 7 p.m. at the Town House.

/fvm

