Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting

June 21, 2012, Peterborough Town House, 7 p.m.

Present:  Swift Corwin, Bryn Dumas, John Kerrick, John Patterson, Francie Von 
 
 
     Mertens
    Guest: Cynthia Nichols

May minutes were approved, and request to Finance was signed to send $5,000 to the Harris Center from the Land Acquisition and Management Fund—as previously approved easement support funding.

Vernal Pool Project

John Patterson reported on the recent end-of-season gathering and logical next steps for the project:


●Article with photos in the Peterborough Press (Ledger-Transcript supplement that's sent to all households in town);

●Outreach to owners of conservation easement properties about inventorying and mapping vernal pools on their property. It was agreed that this could be done by the easement holders (Harris Center, Forest Society, Monadnock Conservancy, ConCom) as part of their annual monitoring contact with landowners. (The Monadnock Conservancy does this already.) It also could be done by ConCom members who know certain landowners. John Patterson will talk to Brett Thelen about the Harris Center easements; and Susan Stanbury will be asked to alert Paul Gagnon at the Forest Society about outreach to landowners regarding potential vernal pools on their land.

●T-shirts. Cynthia Nichols suggested an artwork competition at the high school for lively renderings of wood frog, "spotties" and fairy shrimp—the three main indicator species of vernal pools. It would be a good PR opportunity as well.

Cheney Avenue Field (town-owned conservation land)
Swift Corwin said he was asked by a field abutter about clearing the wetland for a neighborhood skating pond. Dick Fernald has done the job in the past by hand, but vegetation is winning out owing to the shallow depth.

Swift will set up a site visit with ConCom members and the neighbor.
Cranberry Meadow Pond dam / Permit by Notification

John Patterson said the state Dam Bureau requires that he upgrade the dam to increase its flood control potential. For the first phase of the work, about six cubic yards will be removed from the dam area, minimal impact that requires a simple Permit by Notification. John Patterson expects the application to be ready for signing soon.

A motion was made (Francie Von Mertens; John Kerrick second) that:


 "Robert Wood examine the PBN and sign it for the ConCom if all is in order."  The motion passed.  John Patterson will notify Robert Wood when the application is ready for signing.

Other

Francie Von Mertens said that a Climate Summer youth group will arrive in town the following week, with a welcoming potluck dinner the Unitarian Church. She will speak to the group about land conservation and town planning relevant to climate change, and will send an explanatory e-mail to ConCom members about the group.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. The next scheduled meeting is July 19.                                                          /fvm
