Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting and Trail Walk
June 27, 2013, 6:30 p.m., off Evans Road
Present:  Jo Anne Carr, Swift Corwin, Matt Lundsted, John Patterson, Francie Von 
  
     Mertens, Robert Wood;    Guest: Richard Pendleton

Members approved two budget items (culvert for beaver dam at Fremont Field; trail work at Fremont Field after washout because of beaver dam overflow).

Minutes for May 16 and 23 Con Com meetings were approved.

Potential new town trail  
Led by Richard Pendleton, ConCom members explored a potential route for a new trail on the town's "Hall property." As a resident of nearby Nubanusit Neighborhood & Farm Cohousing, Richard often walks the 121 acres and is proposing a loop trail with trailhead at the end of Evans Road.


The proposed route includes a portion along an existing old farm road and another along a powerline. Total trail distance would be approximately 1½ miles of forest trail with sections passing through mature white pine uplands and red maple-mixed hardwood lowlands; a few stream crossings and a view opportunity of the Wapack Range.

At the end of the exploration Jo Anne Carr made the following motion (Robert Wood second):


Move to approve layout of the trail by Richard Pendleton, 

Swift Corwin and volunteers they organize with trailhead 

off Evans Road cul-de-sac.
Discussion: Francie Von Mertens expressed concern about a trail through river corridor/wetlands wildlife habitat, especially the introduction of dogs. It was agreed that dogs must be on a leash—similar to the Cranberry Meadow Trail although John Patterson said he sees lots of dogs off-leash on that trail.

It was agreed that before trail work begins, Swift Corwin will speak with Rodney Bartlett about trailhead parking on the cul-de-sac turnaround; and Liz Thomas about the process of getting Select Board approval for the trail.

Anticipated expenses are low: hemlock boards for a few stream/wetlands crossings and it was agreed the ConCom would fund those expenses. 

With those steps agreed on, the motion was unanimously approved.
Appreciation for Richard Pendleton's considerable efforts was voiced, also unanimously.

The site visit ended at 8:15 p.m.
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