Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting

May 16, 2013, Peterborough Town House, 7 p.m.

Present:  Jo Anne Carr, Swift Corwin, John Kerrick, John Patterson, Francie Von Mertens, Robert Wood; Guest: Richard Pendleton
April's minutes were approved along with two budget items (reimbursements for Debby Kaiser, Ed Henault and Francie Von Mertens tuitions for Saving Special Places conference; reimbursement for Von Mertens workgang expenses at Fremont Field conservation land).

Hall property trail concept
Richard Pendleton from Nubanusit Village Co-housing and Swift Corwin presented a trails concept for the Hall Property 121 acres with a trailhead off Evans Road. From Nubanusit Village Richard walks the area regularly. 

Members agreed on a site/trail visit on June 27, 6:30 p.m.  Unless pressing business arises, this will take the place of the June 20 regular meeting.
Proposed changes to Open Space Residential Development (OSRD)

Von Mertens projected Planning Board's draft of proposed changes to the current OSRD. The present requirement that 50% of a parcel be common open space would be dropped; the present 10-acre threshold would become 5 acres; wetlands and steep slopes would no longer be removed when calculating buildable acreage which in turn determines unit density.  Density bonuses are awarded by conserving open space and incorporating other features into the development.


Von Mertens summarized the state's innovative zoning chapter and model ordinance for Conservation Subdivisions that more closely align with Peterborough's existing ordinance. Making the OSRD mandatory is recommended—identifying and setting aside natural resource areas with the highest value—but with flexibility to revert to conventional subdivision if the parcel does not lend itself to OSRD treatment. Jo Anne Carr said Jaffrey is a town that requires OSRD subdivisions.


The state's innovative zoning approach cautions against overuse of bonus points, pointing out the cost savings to a developer under the OSRD approach as adequate inducement (houses closer together require less road and utilities infrastructure).


ConCom members questioned who would determine natural resource values/areas on a property to be developed; and suggested that outlying rural district have less allowable density that rural district close to town centers—following the Master Plan model.  Von Mertens, Patterson and Carr will attend the Planning Board hearing on the proposed changes.
Conservation Easements


Cheney Avenue Field:  

Corwin will contact Ed Goodrich, surveyor, about determining the lot line where the Forest Society suggests there has been an encroachment, in addition to the lot lines of the Cheney Avenue houselots that run east-west along the field.  

Landowner notification will be secured before any site visit.

Wardwell-Cheney

Corwin and Patterson will do a follow-up site visit to inspect a possible encroachment. Landowner permission will be sought before the site visit.

Wheeler Trail.  Patterson removed the fire circle and cleaned up the campfire site.
Conservation Matters article

Matt Lundsted e-mailed his draft article on vernal pools for member comment. Ledter-Transcript deadline is May 21.

Long Hill Estates timber operation

[image: image1.emf]Von Mertens reported a prior inquiry from a Long Hill Estates Condominium Association member as to whether the conservation easement held by the town allows a commercial timber operation.  She projected the easement language that clearly prohibits natural resource extraction including timber. 
It was agreed that the mention of "Silva culture" following a clear ban on "removal of. . .timber" allows no grounds for Conservation Commission consent for forestry operations.  Swift will draft a letter to that effect for Conservation Commission approval.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.  

Members are reminded to exit through the side door as exiting through the front sets off the alarm system.
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