Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting

November 21, 2013,  Peterborough Town House, 7 p.m.

Present: Jo Anne Carr, Swift Corwin, Bryn Dumas, John Kerrick, Matt Lundsted, Cynthia Nichols, John Patterson, Francie Von Mertens, Robert Wood

Guest: Richard Pendleton

Business

- October 17, 2013 meeting minutes were approved.  
- NH Association of Conservation Commissions annual bill was approved.
- Melissa Stephenson invoice for mowing Walcott easement field approved.

Easement Monitoring:  Cynthia Nichols and Francie Von Mertens

Commission members will each monitor the same properties they monitored last year. 

Reminders: 


- We can post the boundary signs with owner's permission 


- Please do not remove the white Baseline Notebooks from the building


- Small brown Field Notebooks can be signed out. 

Hall Property Trail: Swift Corwin and Richard Pendleton

The Commission discussed:

Trail to be under ConCom stewardship (maintain boardwalks, clear blowdowns, etc.)

Trail names – the most likely candidate will be "Evans Flats Trail" 

Opening ceremony – around the 2nd week of December


Budget for kiosk and trail-creation expenses – Richard and Swift will submit invoices

Conservation Easement Discussion - It was noted that the land does not have a conservation easement. (Allison Gillum, a new member on the Open Space Committee, is interested in cataloguing town-owned lands to determine which conservation lands are lacking legal protection.) It was agreed that when the trail increases property use and familiarity, timing will be good for a conservation easement initiative by ConCom and/or Open Space Committee.
Signage: Signs will direct people along the main trail at the Mountain View Drive spur so that confusion is avoided; and trailhead sign will clearly state No Dogs.
Peterborough Trail Guide

 – needs to be updated to include Evans Flats and Cranberry Meadow Pond Trails but there are still many available so it was suggested that the new trails be added with an insert (or stickers). 

 

Invasive Plant Species - Potential Conservation Commission Project - Francie Von Mertens
Francie proposed that the Conservation Commission consider taking on an education campaign about invasive upland plant species. She noted that NRCS, SWRPC, and the New England Stewardship Network recently identified invasive plant spp. as a major environmental threat, and are in the process of deciding the most effective next steps to mobilize efforts to combat them.
Concerns were raised about whether there are effective means of controlling invasive plants, whether volunteer workgangs would/could make a difference, about whether all plants designated as invasive are really a problem, and questions were raised as to why we should focus only on invasive plants when there are invasive pests too. 


It was noted that the reason invasive plants are so successful is that they have growth strategies that outcompete other plants—both native and introduced—to form a monoculture. They leaf out early and maintain leaves the longest, sometimes have fruits in all stages of development (like Glossy Buckthorn) and can reproduce from fragments (like Japanese Knotweed). 


Francie said a campaign likely would focus on early detection as rampant infestations are impossible to eradicate; with special vigilance for species expected but not yet arrived in town (Black Swallow-wort); with vigilance on roadsides, where invasives often show up first; that focus be on species where volunteers would have success; that focus also be on property owners keeping watch on their land; that other communities have done this with success; that if the ConCom does not see this as worthwhile project, perhaps a subcommittee be formed with non ConCom members. 

She questioned whether a first step might be education of ConCom members, both Peterborough and neighboring ConComs.
Next Steps: 


- Arrange for a presentation by Doug Cygan, the State's Invasive Species Coordinator

- Create a brochure with the 10 most important invasive plants to Peterborough


- Consider garden clubs outreach in time

- Explore working with local schools and the Harris Center in time
Update on Monahon Easements – email from Francie Von Mertens
I emailed with Monadnock Conservancy about their meeting with Ian McSweeney about the Monahon easements and what would be permitted given conservation easements.  Here is Emily Hague's response: 

 

I met with Ian and a potential lessee way back in June or July of this year, and we talked about potential uses for the three Conservancy-eased properties (FVM note: west of the ConCom easements and containing no buildings). We did talk about commercial activities to some extent, including 'value-added' activities such as having a farm stand, giving hay rides, sleigh rides, sugaring tours, etc. We didn't get into real specifics, because the farmer at the time was thinking really hypothetically. We basically took the position that as long as activities were agriculturally-related, and featuring products that were generated on the property, that would meet the terms of the easement. We also agreed that if this entity actually became the 'operator' on the property, they would produce a management plan, which we would have the chance to review. They were very agreeable to this idea. Last but not least, we talked about how some activities might require approval through a zoning board or other town board, and that the Conservancy would basically stay out of that process.   Emily Hague

Francie noted that the discussion with the Monadnock Conservancy didn't include ecotourism and weddings. But they did include notation of zoning restrictions. 


Miscellaneous updates
Steve Black was hired to mow Fremont Field.  Bill to come.

Allison Gillum, land protection specialist for Piscataquog Land Conservancy Land Trust, is joining the Open Space Committee.

Meeting Adjourned 8:20 p.m. 
/cn and fvm

