Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting

October 17, 2013, Peterborough Town House, 7 p.m.

Present: Jo Anne Carr, Swift Corwin, John Kerrick, Matt Lundsted, John Patterson, Francie Von 
Mertens, Robert Wood
Guest: Dick Estes, James Kelly; Ian McSweeney, Russell Foundation

October's minutes were approved.

Energy / Sustainability

James Kelly introduced himself as someone somewhat new to town with an interest in forming a Peterborough group similar to Temple's energy committee organized by Bev Edwards. He asked what the Conservation Commission does along the lines of promoting energy conservation by townspeople, minimizing carbon footprint, etc.


While such an undertaking does not directly meet ConCom mission, members recommended townspeople who might join such an effort and a few voiced interest themselves.


The merits of forming a town committee vs. separate were discussed. Jo Anne Carr said a town energy committee has a specific charge by statute.

Easements, Monahon
Ian McSweeney, director of the Russell Farm and Forest Conservation Foundation, introduced himself. The Foundation works both to conserve farm and forest land and to help better utilize farmland.


A Foundation project is to help create a sustainable farm operation on the Monahon properties, three of which the town holds conservation easements on. Other easements are held by the Forest Society (1) and Monadnock Conservancy (2), groups Mr. McSweeney also is talking with. 

In addition to traditional farm uses, Mr. McSweeney mentioned farm-tourism including weddings. Members suggested that certain commercial uses would require zoning board permitting; and further that the two professional land trusts holding Monahon easements would be queried by the ConCom as needed in further defining agricultural uses allowed by a conservation easement. 


Mr. McSweeney will develop forestry and farming plans with assistance from NRCS—with natural resources beyond farm and forest in the consideration—and present that to the ConCom and other easement holders.
Easements, annual monitoring

Cynthia Nichols emailed the updated spreadsheet on easement monitoring, and is getting in touch with monitoring volunteers.

Open Space

Members gave preliminary consensus approval for funding assistance ($5,000) for an addition to Shieling State Forest similar to a project in 2008 where the State purchased a five-acre field abutting Shieling from Monadnock Community Hospital. A similar parcel likely will become available. 

Cranberry Meadow Trail

From Town history, John Patterson read a passage relevant to the Cranberry Meadow area. 
Updates

Private well testing.  Woody Wood will meet with Rodney and Beth Alpaugh-Cote. He said that 1,4-dioxane should be added to the test as a chemical that occurs in household products, is highly water soluble, does not bind well to soils and therefore is highly leachable. 
Elm Street.  Sandy Eneguess mowed Harris Center lot with skid-steer that got majority of lot in mowable condition—successfully—to keep invasive buckthorn in check.
Hall Property Trail and Cheney Avenue field survey updates soon from Swift Corwin.

Meeting Adjourned – 9:00pm
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