Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting

September 19, 2013, Peterborough Town House, 7 p.m.

Present: Swift Corwin, Bryn Dumas, Cynthia Nichols, John Patterson, Francie Von Mertens

Guest: Beth Alpaugh-Cote – Water Resource Advisory Committee

Business

August 15, 2013 Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes approved.

Discussions

Beth Alpaugh-Cote – Water Resource Advisory Committee (WRAC)

Well Water Quality Project

Beth gave the Commission more information on the Well Water Quality Project presented at the last meeting by Randolph Brown. WRAC is interested in learning if the PCC can suggest ways to re-invigorate a project to run a free and voluntary Well Water Testing Project on approximately 150 private wells in Peterborough. There is no current information about well water quality in Peterborough although the an estimated 40% of households in town have private wells.
Information provided: 

Original Proposal from 2009

A paper copy of a Powerpoint by Rodney Bartlett, Dick Freeman and Dr. Wunsch at NH Department of Environmental Services (DES) was passed out. An electronic version will be sent shortly. In addition to the Tuftonboro project Randolph mentioned, there were projects done in Dublin and Hollis. 
The PCC provided funding suggestions. It was also suggested that cost could be minimized by determining the locations and number of tests needed to provide a scientifically representative sampling. JoAnne Carr had recommended that salinity be included, and it was noted that both sodium and chloride are listed in the test description.

Next Steps: 

Put Beth in touch with Robert Wood who spoke with Pierce Rigrod (NHDES) to work on the specifics. 

Funding will be explored, including Goyette Fund. It was pointed out that Rodney Bartlett has a good track record getting grants. The PCC conservation fund likely could be a funding partner.

John P. noted that the Planning Board might be interested as well.

Southwest Regional Planning Commission (SWRPC): Natural Resource Priorities Survey
The SWRPC sent a survey out to all the Conservation Commission Chairs in the Southwest New Hampshire Region to collect data that will be used to help SWRPC "understand the priorities and concerns for all natural resources and wildlife region-wide" as part of a larger federally funded statewide planning exercise (Granite State Futures). The PCC reviewed and answered the questions on the survey as a group. The Peterborough Master Plan Open Space Chapter 4 was used for reference.  

Monadnock Transcript Ledger Newspaper Articles
Next Submission: 

Swift on American Beech 

It was noted that if we organize the articles well, we could have a great series on waters/wetlands/watersheds and water quality in preparation for introduction to the Well Water Quality Project.

Current Proposed List of Articles

October 
Shoreland/Buffer 


 Woody

November  
Conservation Easements 

 Francie


Or
New Hampshire's Protected River 
 Francie 

January 
Renewable Energy


 Jo Anne Carr Spring
 

Spring

Watersheds/Wetlands 

 
 Cynthia

February  
Stormwater 



 Woody 

March 

Terrestrial Invasive Plants

 Francie

April  

Pharmaceuticals/Water Quality 

 Woody

May  

Well Water Quality project  

 Randolph/WRAC/ Woody /Beth

Meeting Adjourned – 9:00pm
/cn

