[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting
March 19, 2015, Peterborough Town House, 5:00 p.m.

Present:  Jo Anne Carr, Swift Corwin, John Kerrick, Matt Lundsted, Cynthia Nichols, John Patterson, 
Francie Von Mertens
Guests: Richard Pendleton, Rodney Bartlett

Upcoming Events:

Year 4 Vernal Pool Project Volunteer Trainings  - new volunteers sought 
Wednesday April 15th inside (Town House)  7-9 p.m.
Saturday April 18th outside  3-5 p.m.

Focus on Arsenic - Well Water Testing 
Kit Pick Up Dates: April 15 – 17 at the Town House
Drop Off Date: Monday, April 20
Big PR push begins with April 2 article in Ledger, email blitz, Face Book, town Nixel alert.

Minutes
Minutes approved: February 19, 2015 

DISCUSSIONS

Grove Street Town Parking Lot along rivers / Conceptual Plan – Rodney Bartlett
At the Conservation Commission's request and invitation, Rodney Bartlett presented a conceptual plan for a new town parking area – the first communication with the Conservation Commission about the parking lot project.  
– The plan, by Hoyle, Tanner Associates, Inc., showed maximum capacity on two parcels 
on Grove Street of 80 spaces.  The Select Board has approved 60 spaces, and asked for changes to include landscaped green islands. There will be a 20-year $1.143 million bond proposed at May 13 Town Meeting to fund the parking lot project. 
– Wetland scientist evaluation concluded that there are no wetlands on the parking lot site, 
although the site borders two rivers/wetlands. The parking lot will be positioned at least 
50 feet from those rivers.
– Pedestrian Bridge connecting to Depot Square and forming part of Common Pathway: steel truss 
spanning Nubanusit Brook with footing on land, not mid-river like the former railroad abutments. Will be wide enough for (sidewalk) snowplow. 
– Stormwater filtration system under parking lot to provide treatment from parking lot and Grove 
Street runoff.
– Analysis of railroad bed showed nothing unexpected (contamination).

Rodney Bartlett said that that if the bond Issue for the project is approved at Town Meeting, there will be time for public comment.

Discussion yielded the following recommendations by the Conservation Commission to be determined before, not after, town meeting vote to approve bond:

Documentation of Need.  Given location along sensitive river shorelines (and cost), demand/need 
for 60 spaces to be clearly documented – versus anecdotal statements of need – and presented to townspeople. Apparent lack of that information on Town website. Previous town discussion was for 20, 40 or 60 parking places. Question whether demand/need is year-round vs. some peak summer days.  (Contrary to public perception, he said a town parking lot in that location is not a condition written into of P&S for GAR Hall.)
–Absent clear documentation, consider site preparation for 60 places but pave for 40 initially. Dedicate unpaved area to Farmer's Market or similar center of activity that will familiarize people with parking area (as Tyler Ward said Select Board has discussed). Enthusiasm expressed for bringing Farmer's Market back to Depot Square, given that lack of parking was the reason farmers gave for moving to Community Center.
Seasonal demand is likely with peak demand in summer; consideration of limited winter use	 
including lighting, salt/sand; snow clearing.  
Wetland/Shoreland Buffer.  Maximize beyond 50 feet. Increase riparian buffer function 
(vegetation) through landscaping for ecological function as well as aesthetics.
Low Impact Development (LID) practices given shoreland location and floodplain consideration.
Lights – Shielding the river and in general minimizing light trespass / maximizing wise energy use 
including shut-off options.
Green Islands – Point was made that they are for aesthetics (and make snow removal difficult), 
whereas expanding shoreline buffer width would be for ecological function.
Snow removal – Truck away to avoid salt runoff into river. Rodney Bartlett gave assurance this is 
the plan. (Depot Square stockpiles snow.)
Salt –BMP's to minimize use adjacent to river.

Members thanked Rodney Bartlett for his presentation and work on a complicated project.

Hall Property Deed Restriction / Richard Pendleton  

Richard Pendleton presented a baseline study he did for the property as required by the state and  deed restriction that would conserve the property as mitigation for wetland impacts involved in the Town's construction of Parmalee Drive roadway. Members thanked Richard for the work involved.

Emerald Ash Borer / Swift Corwin

Swift emailed information about Emerald Ash Borer prior to the meeting, and it was proposed that he write an article and that the Conservation Commission could lead a walk to an impacted area.  

Monies Requested and approved: 

- Mowing Cheney Ave. Field – annual disbursement of funds collected by Dick Fernald from field 
neighbors. Mr. Fernald is moving, and he will request that a neighbor take over his annual
appeal to neighbors to pay most of the mowing cost, with ConCom to make up the shortfall.
- Saving Special Places workshop fees for Open Space Committee Members  

Adjourned 6:47 p.m.                             						                         / cn;fvm
