[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting
April 17, 2016, 7 p.m., Peterborough Town House 

Present: Matt Lundsted, Cynthia Nichols, John Patterson, Francie Von Mertens, Robert 
   Wood; Select Board liaison Tyler Ward

March minutes were approved as were reimbursements to Francie Von Mertens and Ed Henault for Saving Special Places annual conference fees.

New conservation easement model
From a workshop she attended, Von Mertens relayed changes in the works for the Forest Society's model conservation easement. Language will be simplified (ex. "Grantor" becomes "Landowner"; "Grantee" becomes "easement holder"; etc.).
Current limiting of commercial operations to forestry and agriculture is being loosened, as long as activity doesn't negatively impact stated easement purposes (farming/forestry, wildlife habitat, etc.). This appears to put the easement holder in the position of determining impacts. As does requirement that public events (hayrides, etc.) have to be approved by easement holder in writing. Public events on an easement property must have agricultural relevance; productive fields cannot be rented for a wedding; etc. "De minimus" commercial use is the concept and vocabulary.
	It appears that a landowner should take care to state clear purposes in working with a land trust to draft easement language to make sure his/her intentions will be honored by future owners of the easement land.

Marking town land boundaries, cont'd.
Matt Lundsted reported that Swift Corwin gave him charges for marking five town conservation lands (Kane/East Mountain Road $420; Walcott/Scott Mitchell Road $462; Burke Road field $120; Fremont Land $529; Old Greenfield Road Sawmill Lot $250).
John Patterson questioned why ConCom would be doing logger’s work; and whether boundary marking is necessary. Von Mertens mentioned the timber trespass on Old Greenfield Road, and suggested that certain properties are in greater need of marking—the former Kingery property as one example. Matt Lundsted suggested that if ConCom doesn't do it, no one will.
	Von Mertens said she talked with Fash briefly, who recommended permanent stone monuments, perhaps more ambitious than a ConCom effort. Corwin proposal was for marking with ConCom's conservation land metal tags.
Next steps TBD, but prioritization by likelihood of trespass makes sense.

Recycling Center Task Force
Given ConCom past conversation about focusing on sustainability, limiting waste stream going to town dump was discussed, including methane-causing food waste, a significant percentage of landfill refuse. 
	Tyler Ward  said he is Select Board rep to a Recycling Center Task Force that no longer exists, although a few people have said they're interested in being on it. Woody Wood said he would add his name to the list kept by Nicole MacStay.
	Goal would be outreach, not RC oversight: 
-Encouraging tap, not bottled water, as one example. The town handed out a lot of bottled water at recent Deliberative Session, setting bad example for "Greenest Town in NH."  Note: Tyler and town counsel both had reusable bottles, setting GOOD example.
-Town hands out reusable water bottles to committee members with town logo and catchy slogan;
-Town water coolers dispense town water not bottled water;
-Compost bins sold by RC with some PR action about cutting % of food in landfills (25% nationally);
-Recycling building materials from tear-downs;
-More articles like Woody's on pharmaceuticals etc. in our waterbodies;
-Bring back Greenerborough. Cynthia asked if the Chamber had a "green" committee. Unknown but unlikely.

Downtown parking lot
Matt and Francie did site visit with Rodney Bartlett, assessing feasibility of landscape architect's "skyline walkway" concept; general slope challenges to reaching GAR Hall summit; vegetated buffer potential. Rodney said a pervious surface would be incorporated in a meandering design pattern that would assist stormwater infiltration. Matt and Rodney agreed that $1.2 million town budget would guide final design (limiting overdesign), although possibility of private fundraising has been mentioned.

Eversource wetland permit Old Dublin Road
From the parking lot, the threesome visited a site on Old Dublin Road where Eversource intends to reposition three poles for safer access. Most impacts are temporary, and the permanent wetland impacts involve positioning guy wires. Lundsted spoke to an applicant's representative and determined the project was necessary for worker safety, a fact not made clear in the application. Von Mertens moved that the Conservation Commission sign the NHDES wetlands permit; Lundsted second.  The motion passed.

Site visit Route 101 parcel east of and abutting new church
Wood, Patterson and Von Mertens met Peter LaRoche at the property to assess a wetland crossing he needs to access buildable upland from Route 101.
	The wetland is a small perennial stream with a defined, narrow channel.
	An alternative access is from Lobacki Drive, but ConCom members determined that access would involve more extensive wetland impacts as it would cross a broad wet meadow+swamp area to reach the upland area suitable for building the intended single-family house.
	ConCom members agreed the stream crossing had less wetland impact, and was needed to access buildable upland. Mr. LaRoche said he intended a winding driveway for aesthetics, and would cross the stream where the channel is narrow and defined. The Conservation Commission will communicate that to the Planning Board when it receives the wetland crossing application.

Timber cut bordering Nubanusit Brook
Von Mertens said that despite ConCom inspection of Intents-to-cut and wetland overlays from Fash, we failed to see any red flag for a heavy cut along Nubanusit Brook off Elm Street. Von Mertens said she took a quick look at the intent and figured—mistakenly—it was associated with Scott Farrar expansion.
After bring alerted, Swift Corwin called State Forester Bryan Nowell requesting he determine whether restrictions on cutting in the shoreland buffer have been honored.
Von Mertens will ask Corwin how ConCom members can help the process. A refresher mini-course likely is needed on what legal restrictions there are on logging.

Walcott field
Members gave greenlight to hire Cy Stephenson to clear blowdowns infringing on the Walcott Field.

Water metering update
Wood reported he's awaiting information from Rodney Bartlett who is looking into metering without expensive software.

NHBB
Tyler reported that the monitored contamination plume has not receded, and treatment now involves electrifying the ground to dissipate contamination through intense heat—a new technology.
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