[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting
May 19, 2016, 7 p.m., Peterborough Town House 

Present: Swift Corwin, John Kerrick, Cynthia Nichols, John Patterson, Francie Von Mertens, Robert Wood

April's minutes were approved.

Conservation Easement issue, continued
Swift Corwin monitored four easements that the Forest Society holds back-up interest for: DuBois/Kania, Monahon, Pearson/LaRoche, and Wardwell/Cheney, and filed with the Forest Society. He determined that no action has been taken on the Wardwell/Cheney easement trespass despite a timeline Rodney Bartlett established with the encroaching abutter. The property is now owned by Lake Sunapee Bank. ConCom approved a letter Rodney Bartlett wrote to the bank detailing the trespass and need to address it by removal of materials on Wardwell/Cheney easement property.
	Cynthia Nichols, overseer of easement monitoring, a thankless task, rewarded Swift with bakery items for his initiative, which Swift then shared with the group.
	Swift filed the Forest Society easement monitoring reports online and strongly recommended ConCom establish a similar online system. 
He will check his contacts for a workable database system that includes deed and other baseline information as well as monitoring report forms. 
Cynthia said she would follow up with Peter Throop/Fash if needed. 

Intent-to-cut / Nubanusit shoreline buffer
Swift reported that state forester Bryan Nowell determined there is no issue relating to the clearcut along Nubanusit Brook on property accessed from Evans Road. The land was cleared for agriculture, exempt from the Shoreland Water Quality Protection Act (formerly "Comprehensive Shoreland Protection Act") other than a required 50-foot buffer following the Act's protocol. Bryan Nowell determined the protocol was honored despite greatly increased visibility of the cleared land from across the Nubanusit on Union Street. The property owner has 180 days for conversion to agriculture. Swift said greenhouses are planned.
	Concerned that ConCom members nonetheless should have noticed the cut when in intent-to-cut and wetland/shoreland overlays were received, and checked to determine Shoreland Act compliance, Swift gave a refresher course on what members should look for when receiving Intent and overlays.
	He said he checks Intents, often contacting forester/logger to determine access and log-landing location if there are wetlands/shoreland on the property. He gave the example of one cut that was postponed until winter given extensive wetlands.
	He also checks tonnage per acre, with 100 tons being a typical amount that raises no red flag.
	In cuts with whole-tree chipping and haul trucks, impacts tend to be heaviest including a large landing to handle trucking.
	To give a sense of size of a cut, 5,000 board feet is a typical logging-truck load (about 8 cords).
	If there are stream crossings, logger/forester needs file location notification with NHDES, and BMPs are mandatory, not voluntary, in certain cases (ex. removing slash or corduroy crossing from streams).

Town boundary marking
Discussion continued about need for boundary marking, and certain priorities were agreed on based on likelihood of trespass. 
	Burke Road Field
	Former Kingery property
	Kane property (Swift said he has partially flagged it)
	Sawmill property (Swift said he has flagged it)
	Fremont (Von Mertens will do as stonewalls make boundary clear)
	Enright-donation land
Von Mertens suggested Corwin be hired to mark Burke Road field, Kingery, and Kane properties. There was general agreement; vote yet to be taken.

Marking to be with Town Conservation Land aluminum markers plus forestry tape where deemed necessary.

John Patterson suggested if we receive an Intent-to-cut on a property abutting town property, marking that boundary is be advised.

Fremont Field hire
Von Mertens said she would like to hire a neighbor to clear white pines encroaching on field and scrub-shrub habitat. Members reminded her anyone hired to work on town property needs to be fully insured. Swift Corwin suggested the town chipper and employees be enlisted instead.

Updates: Jo Anne Carr is meeting with Pete Throop and Planning Board chair Ivy Vann regarding changes to the Open Space Residential Development ordinance.
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