[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting
May 21, 2015, Peterborough Town House, 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Jo Anne Carr, John Kerrick, Matt Lundsted, Cynthia Nichols, John Patterson, 
Francie Von Mertens, Robert Wood; Select Board Liaison Tyler Ward
Guests: Melissa Stephenson, Peterborough; 
Global Montello representatives Dan Berry, construction manager; Huseyin Sevincgil, MHF Design Engineer; Jim Gove and Brendan Quigley, Gove Environmental; Jim Bianco and Karen Soucy, Bianco Professional Association, Attorneys at Law.

Global Montello Group d.b.a. Mr. Mike's
Attorney Jim Bianco presented a PowerPoint to explain how the expansion plan for Mr. Mike's had changed from the plan presented to the Planning Board on Monday prior.
	--No filling of wetlands
	--Existing Mr. Mike's pavement within Wetland Protection Overlay Zone (WPOZ) 50-buffer reduced by 2,700 s.f.
	--New underground storage tanks (USTs) position will be farther from wetland but closer to Contoocook River
	--Fuel tanks to be outside 125-wetland buffer 
	--All buildings in wetland buffer will be removed (shed and residential building)
	--Less disturbance of 50-foot wetland buffer (nearest encroachment is 18 feet)

Environmental benefits described in PowerPoint:
USTs improved over existing: double-walled to create secondary containment 
system (required to be installed by 12-22-15) / with leak detection/alarm system 
	Stormwater engineering system will treat runoff currently discharged directly from 
pavement into wetlands (no existing stormwater treatment on the site)
Open Space: "More open space and more landscaping than current site"

Wetland: Jim Bianco, legal representative for Global Montello, said there would be fewer environmental impacts on the four merged properties than present as 2,700 s.f. of pavement would be removed from the WPOZ and that portion of the garage on the southerly lot south t hat falls within the WPOZ. Existing conditions encroachment in the WPOZ 50-foot buffer of 6,300 s.f.; proposed encroachment of 3,600 s.f. 
	Mr. Bianco said an outdoor patio would be in the 50-foot buffer, in addition to parking near the patio and a trash enclosure south of that parking.

Jim Gove from Gove Environmental said he found no outlet flow for the wetlands, somewhat perplexing. He also showed photos of an old dam that resembled a cranberry bog dam or similar agricultural relic—also curious. He mentioned a sandy delta-like area behind Mr. Mikes likely formed by runoff siltation, and the possibility of restoration through removal of accumulated silt.
	He said invasive Japanese knotweed in the buffer would be removed. He recommended landscaping with conifers to replace the knotweed.
	A detention pond, required to contain and treat stormwater, would be located in the wetland buffer—a permitted use by Peterborough wetlands code—in the brown house (southerly) parcel.

Discussion points made by Conservation Commission:
	--Recommendation that the detention pond not be a circle with a rip-rap border, but contoured more naturally with vegetated edge, not rip-rap rubble.
	Wetland buffer:
	--Commendation for plan to remove highly invasive knotweed from the wetland buffer.
--Town code calls for a naturally vegetated wetland buffer. Recommendation that the Conservation Commission be included in the landscaping plan to ensure that buffer function is significantly increased. To be avoided: mulch, especially dyed mulch that has potential water quality issues from runoff from dye. Manganese, as one example, is used to dye mulch black.
	--Existing wetland and buffer immediately west of Mr. Mikes is degraded. Significant potential for improvement through removal of Japanese knotweed and silt, and restoration of vegetated buffer where pavement and knotweed exists today.
	--Regarding Mr. Gove's mention of conifers planted in buffer, there should be natural gradation of plantings from low groundcover vegetation up to shrubs and then trees. Increasing buffer function through vegetation would mitigate the proposed 3,600 s.f. encroachment into the buffer.

Regarding the USTs placement: The Conservation Commission endorses applicant's plan to meet the 125-foot wetland setback at the cost of not meeting the 1,000-foot setback from the Contoocook.

Regarding stormwater treatment: Request that design for stormwater system be presented to the Conservation Commission—mention was made of below-ground hydro-dynamic separator vs. detention pond bioremediation.

Tyler Ward suggested the Heritage Commission be contacted regarding proposed demolition of residential buildings on either side of Mr. Mikes. Jim Bianco took contact information for the Heritage Commission.

Trail Guide
After discussion it was decided not to include Class VI roads on the revised trail guide. Melissa Stephenson and Bryn Dumas as close neighbors to a Class VI road had raised issues of parking; neighbors know about and walk them; this guide unlike prior two versions will be online with wider exposure and likely wider use (more parking issues).

Dog "waste"
Francie Von Mertens presented a slide show of dog deposits on town trails and parks as well as the Claremont and Nashua dog codes that require dogwalkers to carry a plastic bag or other device to collect and remove them, and dispose of properly. Select Board directed that Peterborough's code be changed to include that, and the code to be printed on license dog owners receive.

Dell property donation
Given Rodney Bartlett's recommendation that the town accept the Dell property to better manage Rte. 202S flooding issues, ConCom members approved donation of the land (town regs require that Select Board seek ConCom and Planning Board recommendations when considering accepting property donation).
	Richard Pendleton said that to protect against liability for donated property a Phase I hazardous waste evaluation protected a town against liability in the event contamination was discovered late on.

Arsenic / private wells
The arsenic testing project launched by the ConCom resulted in 21% of the 66 wells tested having higher than the EPA's 10ppb maximum contamination level. Compared to all others, two tested very high (145 and 215ppb). (State average is estimated to be 20%
	Beth Alpaugh-Cote is arranging for NHDES staffers to give a talk here about treatment options for people who tested high, as well as an article in the paper on testing results.

Other
Robert Wood would like to talk to the town about restructuring water rates based on consumption, thereby promoting water conservation.
(Note: Peterborough as the "greenest" town in New Hampshire, with t-shirts that proclaim it, should do this!)
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Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Site Visit
May 22, 2015, Peterborough, Mr. Mikes, Route 202 South, 3 p.m.

Present: Luke Hurley, Gove Environmental; Dan Berry, construction manager; Karen Soucy, Bianco PA; Dario Carrera, Peterborough Code Officer;
Conservation Commission members Jo Anne Carr, John Kerrick, Matt Lundsted, Francie Von Mertens

Conservation Commission members walked the perimeter of the Wetlands Protection Overlay Zone (WPOZ) with special attention to the 50-foot wetland buffer that was indicated by red flagging on stakes and paint on pavement.

Points made at the ConCom meeting the evening before were repeated:
--that detention pond be contoured and vegetated to look as natural as possible (not a circle edged with stone rubble / rip-rap)
--that great potential exists to vegetate the 50-foot buffer that presently is either lawn (in the former residential areas on either side of Mr. Mikes) or pavement or structure. This vegetation would increase buffering function significantly as mitigation for two areas proposed for buffer encroachment.
--that mulch is to be avoided in the WPOZ, at a minimum, and ideally in all areas.

New points:
	Observing the Japanese knotweed location on steep bank above wetland, Mr. Gove's proposal to remove highly invasive knotweed seemed feasible, despite the aggressive and extensive root system of the species. (Removal should follow disposal protocol that prevents introducing it elsewhere.) A multi-trunked invasive Norway maple close to the knotweed also should be removed.
	Regarding proposed patio area encroachment in the WPOZ's buffer area: The buffer perimeter in that area was determined by wetland soils in a narrow drainage ditch (see wetland flags #15-20 on 5-15-15 plan). Balancing amenity of outdoor patio and likelihood it will decrease franchise look of the design, the encroachment can be justified given the low-function of the drainage ditch that created the WPOZ perimeter at that location. Most of the parking area next to the patio also appears to be located in the similarly "bumped out" perimeter caused by flagging the drainage ditch. Proposed stormwater treatment will replace the drainage ditch need and function.
	The ConCom recommends that pervious material be strongly considered for the patio area, given its location
	Regarding landscaping. Luke Hurley from Gove Environmental, in response to ConCom recommendation for native plant species in the wetland buffer landscaping, said that was feasible and reasonable. Gove Environmental works with the applicant on landscaping decisions. We recommend a condition requiring native plant species.
	Regarding the silted-in "delta" located in the wetland that Mr. Gove mentioned at the ConCom May 21 meeting, and the possibility of cleaning that out (dredging) to restore a more natural flow, the impacts of disturbance would likely be greater than the benefits of restoration. Removal of nearby Japanese knotweed, sand and grit poised above the wetland, and restoration of a vegetated buffer, would be strong positives without removal of past siltation in the wetland "delta" area and the disturbance that would require in the actual wetland. 
	
Pavement. While not the purview of the Conservation Commission, the pavement area at the southerly end of the project is a large, uninterrupted expanse. Mr. Berry explained this is necessary for large trucks to access the diesel fuel pumps, and no vegetated island or other design feature is possible.
	We encourage further exploration of options to reduce that large expanse of pavement—a comment likely more relevant to the Planning Board process than the ZBA process.
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