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Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting
December 17, 2015, Peterborough Town House, 7 p.m.

Present: Swift Corwin, Matt Lundsted, Cynthia Nichols, Francie Von Mertens, Robert Wood

October's minutes were approved. (There was no November meeting as inducement to get out to monitor conservation easement properties.)

Timber trespass / town property boundaries
Swift Corwin reported surveyor fee to mark boundary of town property in area of timber trespass would be $1500. As logical alternative, Swift marked the boundary to the satisfaction of State Forester Bryan Nowell. The fine assessed by the State will go to the town as owner of the property on which trees were cut.
As discussed in prior meetings – the need to mark boundaries of town conservation properties – Swift will submit a proposal for him to contract to mark boundaries.  Communication with town's GIS specialist and potential for him to recruit interns to assist was also mentioned as a cost-effective approach.

Forestry / potential erosion issue
Swift reported being contacted by a property owner downslope from a cut across the town line in Dublin with resulting erosion of her driveway. She has contacted the state. 
Swift suggested a site visit and will arrange.

Conservation article, Ledger-Transcript
As part of a new series on regional conservation, the Ledger-Transcript asked Francie Von Mertens to write an article from the Conservation Commission/Open Space Committee's perspective on goals and ongoing projects. 
Open Space suggestions: Stewardship challenges of existing conservation lands as well as encouraging additional land conservation. Related to that: invasive plants and ConCom's regional effort and landowner outreach via invasive plants brochure.
	Outreach to public about benefits of conserving natural resources; stories of land conservation in town; trails; etc. (new Open Space web pages)
	Getting people out to enjoy/appreciate open space (ConCom's updated trail guide)
	Outreach efforts by Web and video: planned vernal pool video; Tom Wessels video. 
	Cynthia Nichols suggested increased climate change/sustainability initiative, given the Paris Climate Conference momentum. Members discussed that as it relates to the Conservation Commission charge. Forests, especially mature, as carbon sinks; wetlands and culverts as flood control agents; solar voltaics as a locally distributed electricity source.
	Von Mertens will draft the article and send around for comment.

Outreach videos
A number of video projects were exchanged including recruiting ConVal students to profile individual ConCom member expertise and passion for certain subjects: forestry, invasive plants, vernal pools as examples.
	Von Mertens will ask Scott McGovern to assist with a video of Tom Wessels interpreting stone walls on the Fremont conservation land as a first step in determining equipment, process and energy required.
	She has launched the vernal pool video process in partnership with Brett Thelen and a Keene State student with video skills.
	One suggestion was to have a high schooler do a trial video of Rodney by a rain garden, explaining what they are.

Other
Von Mertens reported possible bequest to the town of a property with significant natural resource value following the town's system of ranking a property's conservation value. Members agreed the Conservation Commission would advocate strongly that the select board accept the donation, and that a conservation easement should be placed on the land to ensure the landowner's desire for it to remain conservation land be honored.
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