Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting
[bookmark: _GoBack]June 19, 2014, Peterborough Town House, 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Jo Anne Carr, Swift Corwin, John Patterson, Francie Von Mertens; Select Board representative Tyler Ward

Minutes for May 15, 2014 regular meeting and May 23, 2014 site visit were approved (Patterson motion; Carr second).

Alteration of Terrain application / town
After discussion of the town's AOT application to fill wastewater treatment lagoon #1, the following motion was made (Carr with Patterson second):
	Move to submit comment to NHDES consistent with Matt Lundsted's two
	recommendations as follow:
On page 2 of the application a checked box checked indicates that all well setbacks are not being met. If that is the case, relevant information should be provided on any well impacted; 
Silt fencing is indicated. As erosion potential is low for the project, we suggest use of silt sock (not silt fence) to better assist amphibian movement.

The motion passed. Von Mertens will email comments to Gloria Andrews, NHDES AOT Bureau.

Conservation easement update
John Patterson reported that the completed boundary survey (including blazing and setting four new pins) confirms encroachment on the Wardwell-Cheney conservation easement property. He will communicate that to Rodney Bartlett and Dario Carrera with the recommendation that a cease and desist order be pursued to avoid further encroachment. There is possible encroachment in the town's Wetlands Protection Overlay Zone also. Von Mertens will request a wetlands overlay from the Office of Community Development.
Contents of the encroaching fill are unknown at this time.
	Jo Anne Carr recommended that the town pursue a consent order, with a timeline for removal of the fill.
	John Patterson will communicate that to Rodney Bartlett. He has been in touch with the Forest Society, back-up holder of the easement.

Waste Management property boundary 
Code Officer Dario Carrera contacted the Conservation Commission on what appears to be fill encroachment on town property along the southerly boundary of the Waste Management property on Route 202N.  He requested Conservation Commission comment. Commission members agreed that this is primarily a Planning Board/Office of Community Development issue that relates to the scope of site development permitted in the past, and the surveyed plan that accompanied that application.     
      	Von Mertens will communicate that to Mr. Carrera and Office of Community Director Pete Throop. Members would like to know time/date of a site visit with probability of accompanying both of them on a site visit. Members agreed that from the aerial photo the wetland surrounding the developed area appears to lack a vegetated buffer.

Mapping invasive species / black swallow-wort presence
In response to suggested protocol of OCD intern for mapping invasive species along town roadways, members suggested meeting with the intern on a stretch of road to learn procedures and likely time commitment of ConCom members, as well as ability of smart-phone GPS to enter coordinates that are accurate enough for mapping.
	Von Mertens reported invasive black swallow-wort (BSW) present in the Stone Barn area and questioned whether the ConCom's Land Management Fund could help pay for workgangs to limit its spread. She handed out photos to show areas of high infestation in other towns where BSW has not been controlled when first detected. BSW is a milkweed species and mowing before its pods open to spread seed parachutes to the wind is advised. Removal, given its extensive root system, is difficult.
Consensus was that town funding for work on private property is problematic; there is not sufficient evidence to support Von Mertens's belief the Stone Barn BS-W is a pioneer infestation and therefore warrants special attention to prevent spread; and that removal is impossible given extensive root system of black swallow-wort.
	Carr said that mapping will help determine where and if grants should be given by the ConCom to support private landowners' efforts to combat invasive species, but consideration of funding is premature without mapping and very clear evidence that town funding can make a difference.
	Patterson will research recommended methods for controlling black swallow-wort.

Trail guide update
Coni Porter, graphic designer, is available to update ConCom's guide to town trails. Swift Corwin will map Cranberry Meadow Trail and Evans Flats Trail following trail guide format; and Harris Center will map Hayashi property trails.

/fvm









Conservation Commission June 19, 2014 agenda

Approve May minutes

Review Town's AOT application  (Matt reviewed it this week as he cannot attend mtg)

Waste Mgt. possible incursion across boundary of town property / request from Dario for ConCom response
   	email from Dario: 
It appears from the 2005 aerial photographs that WM crossed the property boundary onto Town property at some point before 1997 with gravel and fill.
	I am going to contact them ASAP.
	Before I do that, does the ConCom want to discuss this or try to visit the site via the Town land?
	I would like to visit the site as well.
	Please let me know what the ConCom thinks of this issue. 	Thank you.	Dario

Update on cons. easement property incursion  -  John P.

Mapping of roadside invasive species / next steps.  E-mail to follow to explain.


Land Mgt.
Bad invasive density of black swallow-wort at Shea property and Stone Barn property--first in town that ConCom is aware of.

Can CC hire a work crew to remove with volunteers recruited to assist?  If so, who knows people willing to work for $15/hour?? What are considerations when town hires workers?

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Trail Guide update: Coni Porter, original graphic designer, will do update with fall deadline goal.  
	
Needed from ConCom: accurate representation of Cranberry Meadow Tr. and Evans Flats Trail from Swift with stream crossings as needed; of Hiroshi property trail from Harris Center.
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