[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting
November 20, 2014, Peterborough Town House, 7:00 p.m.


Present:  Jo Anne Carr, Swift Corwin, John Kerrick, Matt Lundsted, Francie Von Mertens, Cynthia Nichols, John Patterson, Robert Wood
Guests: Beth Alpaugh-Cote - Water Resources Advisory Committee 
 Tyler Ward - Selectman

Minutes
Minutes for Sept. 18, 2014 approved. 

Budget
Monies approved:
-Attendance fees for three ConCom and Open Space Comm. members who attended the New Hampshire Association of Conservation Commissions Annual Meeting 
- Mowing Fee for Walcott Field 

Discussions
Private Well Water Testing
Francie Von Mertens gave background information on a Dartmouth projeect focusing on arsenic in private wells in the state including bedrock maps showing Peterborough in a high-incidence region. She suggested that this is a public health issue best handled by town staff, not volunteers, and proposed that ConCom and Water Resources Advisory Committee (WRAC) consider bringing the issue to the Selectboard for town action. 

Information presented: 
-About 40% of households in NH are on private wells.
-Arsenic can cause several health problems including cancer and neural damage.
-Dartmouth has significant funding for a three-year project that includes partnering with NHDES in public outreach. A few towns might be selected for pilot projects. 
-The Town of Tuftonboro launched a successful well-water education and testing campaign and found that 
34% of 122 wells tested contained arsenic at a higher than acceptable level. 
-Maps show similar bedrock profiles for Peterborough as Tuftonboro, and therefore likely similar incidence.

After discussion that included Beth Alpaugh-Cote, chair of the WRAC, all agreed this a public health issue meriting official town attention and action.  WRAC and ConCom would assist in research and outreach to the public, including service groups and schools. 
	Cynthia volunteered to take a lead role for the Commission.
-Beth, Francie, Cynthia and Woody will meet with Pam Brenner and Rodney Bartlett to discuss best next 
steps.
-Robert Wood will speak with Pierce Rigrod at NHDES to see what well-water testing results are available 
for Peterborough, as well as likely funding for the town as a pilot town in the Dartmouth-DES project.

Forest Laws For Municipal Officials Workshop– Sponsored by NH Co-op Extension
Robert Wood, Jo Anne Carr and Swift Corwin talked about the presentations at this recent meeting 
Discussion: 
-Commercial timber harvests are regulated by the state; towns cannot enact forestry regulations. 
(A 2011 amendment to state RSA 674:1 and a recent court case make this clear.)
-Certain buffers have basal area restrictions (no cutting more than 50% basal area in any 12-month period):
150' from a great pond; standing water >10 acres; 4th order or higher stream; public highway;
50' from perennial stream; pond <10 acres
-Erosion control BMPs, although cited as requirements on NHDES Complete Forestry Notification, are 
guidelines—not requirements—and appears to be inconsistent policy at the state level.
-Timber operation is not to begin until Selectboard or other town assessing authority signs Notice of Intent to 
Cut. 
-A town has 30 days to act on a Notice of Intent, and can deny signing for a limited number of reasons only.

The Conservation Commission discussed what its limited role is regarding forestry operations.  Town forester and ConCom member Swift Corwin often contacts a forester/logger based on the wetland overlays that Fash/OCD sends the ConCom. Swift contacts State Forester if he has concerns about state regs not being followed. 
As BMPs regarding wetlands are guidelines only, Swift's role is limited to general questions (ex.: log landing location?; has notice of wetland crossings been sent to NHDES if applicable).
	It was agreed that Swift's role is important, giving notice that the town is aware of the operation and has concerns about impacts to wetland/shoreland buffers on a property. 
It was noted that the "Anticipated start date" entered on the Notice of Intent form almost always is well before the 30-day period and that operations often start before the town signs the Intent form.

ConCom Trail Guide 
-Francie reported that the Open Space Committee recommends that certain Class VI roads be added if they would add significantly enough to the town's trail network without causing parking issues or private property trespass. 
She will email a street map that includes Class VI roads for members to check for suitability for addition to
the guide. 
-Tyler Ward noted that the Historic Walking Tour App is now on the website and this might be good for the 
trails map as well. There is a hefty annual fee for the app. 

Easement Monitoring
-Cynthia handed out apples as rewards to John P., John K. and Swift, the first to monitor easements.
-Cheney Avenue Field easement / Forest Society update to baseline survey
John Patterson will review and request Pam Brenner or Selectboard signature for Forest Society. 
-Wardwell Cheney.  John Patterson reported recent efforts to mitigate the site.

Update on Texeira Park Japanese Knotweed Treatment Site
Woody reported he covered the control site with carpet and rubber roofing and the Town DPW added mulch. Francie will make up a sign to explain the control project (to be placed in spring).
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