[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes Ag Com 7-1-2015
Present: Andrea Cadwell, Matt Gifford, Jenn Runyon, Ruth Holmes
Pending member: Pete Skelly.
Not present: Alex Walker
Guests: Ben Loi, PES and Cornicopia Project, Beatte Becker
Meeting began 6:12 pm
Ruth, update on pop-up snack at Elementary school – very interested.  Ideal compost tour also possible.
Andrea busy recruiting others.
Ben Loi briefing on PES gardening activities and partnerships with local communities. Students, teachers and parents all seem to like it. The social aspect of gardening and community is also key. Partnership between cornucopia, Ag com and PES sounds like a good idea. Tapping into cornucopia and local farmers and talking about how farmers is a sustainable industry. “you can be a farmer” and live a healthy lifestyle. Bring kids to farms and say this is what a farm is and this is what you could do.  Mathematics, Science, etc. all tie in. Ben thinks it would be a good idea. 
Beatte: what cornucopia does is teach in every elem school under contract 1st spring and second grade fall. So they go from seed to harvest in all 8 elem schools.
In Hancock and Dublin go from 4-8th grades. 
It’s a natural that cornucopia work with this group (Ag com and PES) so when talking about snacks, we should tie it all in.
We would like to move up in schools but it’s a budget issue. One way kids could still get exposure would be to bring the kids to the gardens instead of bringing the gardens to the kids. 
Also talked about a specialty crops grant trying to get harvest of the month – calendar – that talks about one vegetable each month. Vermont program.
Ben Loi: important to rein it in and keep it small in the beginning. Focus on community – who lives in our community.  
Drawback is funding – how do we fund all of these things? Creative budgeting and fundraisers but I don’t think it will be overly challenging. 
Andrea vision is to start with elementary school and end in high school with a giant knowledge of how to farm, how to grow sustainably, etc.
Beatte: Also important that children grow up with a sense of place, that this is a great place to grow up.
Ben Loi: leveling the playing field. We value music and art, and we bring in artists and musicians so kids can see classical musicians, etc. if we are going to talk about science and social studies, then lets bring that into the schools as well so we have farmers and sellers of produce.
Breaking down barriers, too, for folks who don’t eat local foods because either they don’t’ know or they can’t afford it. Teaching kids those elements.
Cornucopia is 7 weeks of classroom time and one unit per week. 
So it sounds like whatever we do to expand on what cornucopia and PES is doing would require us to work with everyone involved. 
For PES, it would be important to develop a plan with a timeline so we can plan ahead. Need an outline.
The non-growing season is a good way to extend this year round – Beate
By Halloween, we are done with the gardens.
Ruth example of a child asking her “what do the animals do when you go to work?” didn’t understand that this was her work.
It is really important that you have to be present at your job, just like someone else who has to go to a job. Its important for kids and others to understand that you are tied to your farm because you can’t go anywhere.
Matt: Showing kids what a small New England farm looks like is important.
Ben – only a small percentage of the population who understand local foods. If we can get the kids interested and help them become more knowledgeable about what we have in our local area. 
Discussion about local paper for outreach – do people read it?
Beatte – Corrine Chronopoloous is a new librarian in Peterborough. She wants to do something for farms and local food in the library. 
Would love to do a children’s film series about farming. I would be you could find some good movies for kids.
One of the issues for cornucopia is that it is largely invisible to the local community. 
Beatte and Ben left the meeting at 6:45.
Pete is our new recruit – introduction.
Q: I have a contact or two at NHPR that might be interested after one of these projects come to fruition.
People are still not aware that we have an Ag Commission. We need to do more outreach.
In the bigger picture we talked about connecting the grange, Ag com, PES, and more to create more awareness.
Recruited Jon Sandri to be a member, too. We need another farmer. He is considering it.  
Jenn R announced she is leaving the Ag Com after the August meeting. Discussion about more recruitment – we need more help!  
Ag commission has bee in existence for 4,5,6 years.  
There is no maximum. 
Motion to nominate Pete to join the commission. Approved!
Minutes from June meeting approved. - 
Meeting adjourned 7:10









