
Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting 
April 21, 2011, Peterborough Town House, 7 p.m. 

 

Present:  Jo Anne Carr, Swift Corwin, John Patterson, Susan Stanbury, Francie Von 
 Mertens, Robert Wood; Rodney Bartlett, Peterborough DPW head; Dave Drasba, 
 Peterborough Rotary 
 
Wilder Dam Park 
Rodney Bartlett and Dave Drasba presented a slide show of the Peterborough 
Rotary/Town project of creating a park at the Wilder Dam site. Rodney confirmed that 
the project impacts appear to fall below the threshold requiring permitting under the 
State's Comprehensive Shoreland Protection Act. Robert Wood will assist that process 
(determining that impacts do not require CSPA permit); Swift Corwin will help determine 
tree/shrub cutting both to stay within CSPA guidelines and to select invasive species 
and species such as elm that are unlikely to mature further. 
 Robert Wood suggested groundcover rather than grass as requiring less 
maintenance and will send Rodney Bartlett a list of groundcover species.  
 John Patterson asked if foundations of other buildings on the site would be 
revealed. Rodney mentioned the possibility of using ground penetrating radar, and that 
signs most likely would detail the existence of former buildings and bridge at the site. 
 
Long Hill Estates conservation easement 
Swift Corwin updated Commission members and Rodney Bartlett on the Long Hill 
Estates conservation easement and the 2:1 slope easement on that property. At the 
request of a Long Hill Estates condominium association member, he has researched 
both easement and Planning Board files on the slope easement and gravel pit. 
 He reported there was no time limit imposed by the Planning Board in granting a 
sand and gravel excavation permit, however the time period mentioned by the gravel pit 
owner ended over a decade ago. Swift recommended determining whether the 2:1 
slope has been honored; and pursuing reclamation of the site.  
 Von Mertens said her memory of the easement monitoring by Richard Pendleton 
some years back determined that the top of the slope cannot encroach farther into Long 
Hill Estates property. 
 Rodney Bartlett said he would look at the town files on the property to help 
determine next steps, including aerial photos to determine whether there has been 
encroachment. 
 Swift Corwin will follow up with Rodney Bartlett, and keep Long Hill Estates 
easement monitor John Kerrick in the loop. 
 
Wetlands ordinance change 
Von Mertens will write a letter-to-the-editor endorsement for the ordinance change on 
behalf of the ConCom and circulate for approval. 
 
Jordan/Clement conservation easement 
Susan Stanbury said she and Von Mertens would be giving the Select Board a heads 
up May 3 on the Jordan/Clement conservation easement. It was agreed to postpone 
that meeting until the ConCom receives and reviews draft easement language.  



 Swift Corwin recommended that the easement not follow the model provided by 
the Wheeler, Babine and Lowe easement regarding timber cutting (banning commercial 
timber sale but allowing forest management in event of insect infestation, storm/fire 
damage, habitat management). He suggested the Wheeler/Babine/Lowe easement 
model would make monitoring the easement difficult, as would the matter of monitoring 
cordwood cutting for condominium owners.  
 Von Mertens will communicate this change of ConCom recommendation to the 
property owners.  
  
Daloz easement 
John Patterson will speak to the property owners about addressing the presence of a 
shack on the easement property. 
 
ConVal workgang   
The ConVal Senior Class / EMS workgang postponed because of snow will be 
Saturday, April 30, 9-1. Swift Corwin will be heading up the Walcott Field project and 
Von Mertens/Patterson the Elm Street Harris Center parcel project. ConCom member 
assistance is welcomed. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m. The next regularly 
scheduled meeting will be May 19. 
 
/fvm 
 
  
 


