Conservation Commission Annual Report 2012
The Conservation Commission was involved in a variety of projects in addition to their advisory role providing written comment on applications before the state's Wetlands Bureau and Peterborough's Planning Board and Zoning Board of Adjustment that involve potential wetlands or shoreline impacts. Commission members visit the site, discuss the issues, and reach consensus on that written comment.


Members assisted the ConVal senior class plan its second annual Conservation Day workday in April, helping to line up projects in ConVal district towns. In Peterborough workgangs cut, hauled and chipped brush on the Burke Road conservation field and tackled various trail work tasks on the Cranberry Meadow trail. That same month the ConCom organized the annual Earth Day roadside litter cleanup.


Throughout the year workgangs cut invasive species on the Harris Center Elm Street lot abutting the Armory that the ConCom holds a conservation easement on. Other land management tasks included maintaining field habitat on three conservation lands in town (Burke Road field, Fremont Field, and the Walcott field). Neighbors of the Cheney Avenue conservation field take responsibility for that annual mowing.


As part of an ongoing town Natural Resources Inventory, with the Harris Center for Conservation Education the ConCom launched an assessment of vernal pools on town conservation lands.  Modeled on a similar Harris Center program in Keene, a mapping process using aerial photos identified potential vernal pools. Volunteers went into the field in late April and May to determine whether the pools contain one or more of the species that confirm true vernal pool status. Egg masses of spotted salamander and/or wood frogs are the most common indicator. The former are firm masses, similar to dense jello; the latter are looser. Once confirmed, documentation includes GPS position, photos and data noted as to vernal pool species found. 


Vernal pools are small, temporary ponds that serve as critical breeding habitat for amphibians, insects, and even tiny clams and crustaceans. Being temporary, the result of spring rains and snow melt, they don't host fish that would prey on these species. 


The Vernal Pool Project is intended to increase awareness of a diverse and often overlooked wildlife habitat. Training more volunteers and generating wider interest in the project and the importance of vernal pools will be part of our Spring 2013 efforts. For a report on the 2012 season, see http://www.aveo.org:80/2012/09/10/vernal-pool-project-report-2012/.

Other Commission tasks included annual monitoring the 20 conservation easements held by the ConCom and maintaining the required documentation—always an organizational challenge.


Volunteers are always appreciated for projects such as invasive species removal, trail work and conservation easement monitoring in addition to the Vernal Pool Project. The Commission meets the third Thursday of each month in the Town House, 7 p.m. We invite you to join us.
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