[bookmark: _GoBack]Peterborough Conservation Commission Minutes 
January 10, 2019, Peterborough Town House, 7 p.m.  

Present: Jo Anne Carr, Swift Corwin, Bryn Dumas, John Kerrick, Matt Lundsted, John Patterson, Liz Thomas, Francie Von Mertens, Robert Wood; Select Board Liaison Barbara Miller

Fernald field (aka Cheney Avenue field)
Swift Corwin and Francie Von Mertens reported presenting Dick Fernald with a proclamation naming the Cheney Avenue field "Fernald Field" on Dick's 90th birthday the day before. Neighbors had gathered the weekend before for a group picture in the field as part of their proclamation of appreciation.

Town wetland code
In preparation for the January 14 joint meeting with the Planning Board to voice concerns about 245-15-J(3) that allows stormwater infrastructure in the WPOZ, Francie Von Mertens presented a first draft of a presentation pointing to unintended consequences, as well as an information sheet on the functions and values of wetland buffers to send to Planning Board members as preparation for the meeting.
	Members suggested changes to the draft that were incorporated.
 
Gun Club wetlands infractions
John Patterson reported on a meeting he and Von Mertens had with Nicole MacStay, Pete Throop and CO Tim Herlihy relating to Gun Club encroachments in the WPOZ and the ConCom's role as the issues are sorted out. MacStay gave assurances that the ConCom would have an active role in restoration/mitigation steps when that stage arrives; presently there is a court case involving the Gun Club's claim of adverse possession of land where a shooting range was extended into an abutting parcel. That and other legal issues are best sorted out before the ConCom joins the process. The town's affidavit citing encroachments clearly references impacts to the WPOZ, not just the state-jurisdictional wetland. That had been a ConCom concern stated at the December meeting. 

Natural Resources Inventory
Members, as requested, had received NRI samples from Rick Van de Poll, and assurances that the NRI main "deliverables" would be stewardship steps for the ConCom relating to the four properties being inventoried: Burke Road field; Fernald Field + Wheeler Trail parcel(s); Walcott town land; Fremont Field.
	Barbara Miller cited concerns (sink holes; vegetation quality) that were stated during consideration of the Fernald field for cattle grazing with encouragement that they be answered by the NRI.
Bryn Dumas proposed the following motion (John Patterson second):
Move to approve Ecosystem Management Consultants not-to-exceed cost estimate of $950.00 to conduct Natural Resource Inventories on four town-owned conservation lands as specified in ECM's November 7, 2018 estimate.
The motion passed.
	Bryn Dumas will communicate the greenlight to Rick Van de Poll.

/fvm
