[bookmark: _GoBack]Peterborough Conservation Commission Minutes 
February 6, 2019 meeting, Peterborough Town House, 5:30 p.m.  

Present: Jo Anne Carr, John Kerrick, Matt Lundsted (by speaker phone), Francie Von 
Mertens, Robert Wood

Draft changes to the Wetlands Protection Overlay Zone (WPOZ) regarding stormwater

As requested by the Planning Board, ConCom members discussed proposed changes to town wetlands code that would clarify the process for locating new stormwater treatment systems in the WPOZ. 
	On the draft language received from Pete Throop, OCD, discussion focused mostly on paragraph 245-15-K1(b)  
b. Installation of stormwater management systems provided said systems are located and constructed so as to avoid and minimize to the maximum extent practicable any detrimental impact of the systems upon the Wetland Protection Overlay Zone. When a Conditional Use Permit has been granted for such a system, any future access, repair, maintenance or replacement of the system shall be permitted in kind and location without further approval.

Members agreed that the language suggests to an applicant that stormwater treatment is likely to be approved in the wetland buffer if efforts "to the maximum extent practicable" are made "to avoid and minimize" impacts. 
	Members discussed adding language from the Site Plan Review/CUP section relating to the WPOZ clarifying that there be "No net loss in buffer functionality." This would alert the applicant that more specific steps need to be taken including a formal assessment of buffer functions—beyond a general boilerplate "avoid and minimize" / "maximum extent practicable" language. 	
	Agreeing that brevity often is best, the following motion was made by Von Mertens for both paragraphs b. and c. (second by Wood):
Move to recommend the following clarifications to the town's Wetlands Protection Overlay Zone 245-15 K. Conditional Uses: 
b.   Any new or expanded stormwater management proposal must conform to the Conditional  Use Permit process as required in Section 233-52 of the Site Plan Regulations (and as amended).  Installation of stormwater management systems provided said systems are located and constructed so as to avoid and minimize to the maximum extent practicable any detrimental impact of the systems upon the Wetland Protection Overlay Zone. When a Conditional Use Permit has been granted for such a system, any future access, repair, maintenance or replacement of the system shall be permitted in kind and location without further approval.
 c.       Temporary impacts associated with installation of underground utilities, including areas    covered by rights-of-way or easements, must conform to the Conditional Use Permit process as required in Section 233-52  of the Site Plan Regulations (and as amended).  are located and constructed so as to avoid and minimize to the maximum extent practicable any detrimental impact of the installation upon the Wetland Protection Overlay Zone, and that areas of impact will be restored and replanted with native vegetation. When a Conditional Use Permit has been granted for such an underground system, any future access, repair, maintenance or replacement of the system shall be permitted in kind and location without further approval.

The motion passed unanimously. Members also endorsed the clarifying language shown below with appreciation to the Planning Board for the joint session with the Conservation Commission that agreed to this change:  
J. Permitted Uses
1. Exemptions.
a. Pre-existing stormwater management devices, including man-made ditches and swales.
b. Pre-existing sedimentation/detention basins or ponds.

Members also agreed that proposed changes to the Groundwater Protection Overlay Zone made sense.  

The meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.

/fvm	

	

