[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting
February 21, 2019, Peterborough Town House, 6 p.m.

Present: Jo Anne Carr, Swift Corwin, Bryn Dumas, John Patterson, 	Francie Von 
Mertens, Robert Wood; Select Board Liaison Barbara Miller
Guests: Amelia Tracy, Sarah Murphy, Rick Brackett

Stone Barn Conducive landscaping
Amelia Tracy presented landscaping plans for the project with "regenerative" goals that include building soils, edible perennials, herbs, and general sustainability. As one example, to minimize run-off and encourage infiltration, planting will be on contours. Produce will provision the onsite restaurant and be for sale to Conducive residents. Possible non-edible produce includes herbal-infused lotions and other herbal products.
	Swift Corwin suggested that access for large equipment to the back acres be well planned for.
	Francie Von Mertens will check with Doug Cygan, NH's invasive species specialist about hardy kiwi, a perennial fruit recommended by UNH but a plant MA is considering for formal invasive plant listing.

Natural Resources Inventory
Members approved Ecosystem Management Consultants invoice for $1,572.50.
Bryn Dumas will be liaison with Rick Van de Poll/ECM regarding the NRIs he has been contracted for.

Cranberry Meadow Pond Trail maintenance agreement
Swift Corwin, founder of the trail, gave some history including enlisting Monadnock Conservancy as an essential partner and eventual trail adopter. 
Rick Brackett, Monadnock Conservancy, will draft an MOU between Monadnock Conservancy and the Conservation Commission intended to capture roles of both. He listed the following as typical tasks that a trail MOU would cover.
	Relations with landowners whose property is crossed by a trail—especially 
important in this case
	Community relations/outreach/PR
Maintenance cost sharing
	Workgang participation and oversight
	Enlisting trail steward(s)
He said the trail is listed as a Monadnock Conservancy trail, and the Conservancy seeks to ensure that it reflects well on the organization.

Members agreed that the ConCom, as in the past, logically would help with materials costs and enlisting volunteers for trailwork supervised by the Conservancy to make sure it meets Conservancy standards. 
Rick Brackett will provide an estimate of what those annual costs would be, and draft the MOU.
	
Cunningham Pond protection project funding
Members agreed that this motion passed in November did not need to be changed.
Move to recommend to the Select Board, as co-agent to expend, approval of $250,000 from the Land Acquisition Capital Reserve Fund for the Cunningham Pond land protection project with the requirement that, in keeping with the conservation goals of the project, in the event a boathouse parcel is subdivided off, there be a permanent deeded restriction on residential development of the subdivided parcel.

Pete Throop recommends language in the deed that the town has the right but not the responsibility to enforce the restriction. He also recommends that words citing the restriction be included in the boathouse lot subdivision plat, and that language also state that the restriction is a condition of town funding support for the Cunningham Pond conservation project, agreed to by the town and Monadnock Conservancy.
	Members agreed with both recommendations.
	Subject to Monadnock Conservancy and Open Space Committee chair Ed Henault's schedule, funding approval will be sought from the Select Board at its March 21 meeting.

Amphibian crossing
Sarah Murphy, coordinator of the Summer Street amphibian crossing brigade, presented a plan to seek town approval to close Summer Street for a few key "Big Nights" when rain + warm temperatures trigger a massive amphibian migration from upland to vernal pools to mate.
	The active crossing is a half mile stretch just south of Hunt Road and road closing would not impact access to houses north of Main St/Summer St intersection.
	Brett Thelen at the Harris Center would coordinate outreach to town police, fire, and DPW as needed, following protocol she learned in gaining approval to close a crossing road in Keene.
	Protocol includes DPW closing the road at end of their workday and opening it at start of their workday the next day.
	Members agreed to partner with the Harris Center as needed. Barbara Miller agreed that first step would be outreach to Rodney Bartlett. 
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