Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting

February 16, 2012, Town House Peterborough, 7 p.m.

Present:  Jo Anne Carr, Swift Corwin, Bryn Dumas, Matt Lundsted, John Patterson, 
Susan Stanbury, Francie Von Mertens, Robert Wood


Guests: Ed Hampson, Glen Swanson

January's minutes were approved.

ConVal April 7 workgang

Von Mertens said the second annual ConVal Conservation Day is April 7 this year. One or two projects each in Hancock, Dublin, Peterborough and Greenfield is the goal. The one-day format lends itself to work gangs on trails or brush cutting/hauling on conservation land. A large number of student volunteers is likely, and with it a need for ConCom or other adult volunteers to assist. Hours will be 10-2, or thereabouts, with students convening at EMS afterwards for cookout.

Members agreed to target the Burke Road field and a site visit will be scheduled soon to check out tasks and to make sure boundaries are clear and how much pre-cutting is needed.

Corwin said that Monadnock Conservancy will be overseeing a trails-work group at the Cranberry Meadow Trail in town as one project.
Forestry/Intents to cut

Corwin drafted a letter to send out with the "Guide to New Hampshire Timber Harvesting Laws." 
AVEO / Vernal Pools

Patterson reported that Brett Thelen is considering the evening of May 3 for the indoor training session to be followed by a May 5 (Saturday) outdoor session at a vernal pool.

He will find out from Brett how many volunteers are ideal, following the Keene model, as well as PR outreach materials that the Keene project generated that might help Peterborough outreach. 
Long Hill Estates conservation easement

Stanbury reported on a meeting she and Von Mertens had with Pam Brenner and Carol Ogilvie concerning ConCom questions on the gravel pit encroachment onto Long Hill Estates easement property. It was agreed that Brenner and Ogilvie would meet with an owner of the gravel pit with a request that the property boundary survey pins be flagged to confirm that no encroachment has occurred.


Stanbury reported that Brenner spoke with the owner who said that the operation has encroached 30 feet onto Long Hill Estates property as allowed by the slope easement. The slope easement allows encroachment only in the event of final reclamation of the slope at 2:1, following Planning Board determination.

It was agreed that a letter from the town requesting a reclamation timeline is in order given that encroachment is allowed only for final reclamation. It was further agreed that the letter should come from the select board, which requires further town process.


Stanbury and Von Mertens will meet with Brenner to discuss next steps and a letter. A meeting with the code officer also is advised to communicate that the Conservation Commission interprets the language of the slope easement to mean that incursion across the property line can only occur during final site reclamation.

It was agreed further that the letter on file from town counsel Joe Byk saying that the 10-year timeline for gravel extraction mentioned by the property owner has relevance. That 10-year period passed over a decade ago.

/fvm

