Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting

March 21, 2013, Town House Peterborough, 7 p.m.
Present:  Joanne Carr, Swift Corwin, John Kerrick, Matt Lundsted, Cynthia Nichols, 
John Patterson, Francie Von Mertens, Robert Wood

January 2013 minutes were approved. 

New Member
Cynthia Nichols was welcomed as an alternate. She will focus on conservation easement monitoring and the vernal pool project.

Peterborough Director of Planning and Community Development
The Commission discussed the questions relating to conservation/natural resource protection that will be asked during the interview process for the new Director on April 4. Francie Von Mertens will represent the ConCom during the interviews.
Easement Monitoring 

Swift Corwin has the Fellows baseline notebook (report due to Monadnock Conservancy) and John Kerrick has the Monahan field notebooks. 

John Patterson was able to find the contact info for the Ridgewood Heights property: Robert Hanson who is the Chair of the Condominium Association


Cheney Avenue Field boundary determination is pending due to the snow con-ditions. The folder with survey and conservation easement deed is in the ConCom mail-box. John Patterson had a chance to talk with field abutter and steward Dick Fernald who agrees that boundary determination beyond the issue at hand is a good idea.  

Nonpublic session

At 7:50 p.m., pursuant to RSA 91-A: 3 II (d) the Commission voted to go into nonpublic session to discuss a potential conservation easement and town funding support (Corwin motion; Von Mertens second). The vote was unanimous.
At 8:15 the Commission voted to end the nonpublic session.

Vernal Pools Project

Von Mertens, Patterson and Cynthia Nichols met with Brett Thelen, Project Coordinator for the Harris Center, to discuss possible vernal pool sites identified by an intern through aerials and soils mapping. Priority for visits this year will be given to town-owned conservation land and a few conservation easement properties. Landowners of the latter are being contacted to gain permission to visit their properties. 


Last year, the Project's inaugural year, after training by Brett Thelen 12 volunteers visited 10 properties and submitted 50 points with 25 confirmed VPs and 25 potential VPs.

E-mail, newspaper and postings on town web site will detail upcoming trainings to promote public interest.  The trainings are:


April 17th for indoor session open to the public, 7 p.m. at the Town House.

April 20th for field trip to a vernal pool; registration required. Potential VP maps 


will be handed out at that time to volunteers for the 2013 VP season.
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.









/nichols and von mertens
