[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting
February 19, 2015, Peterborough Town House, 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Jo Anne Carr, Swift Corwin, John Kerrick, Matt Lundsted, Cynthia Nichols, John Patterson, Francie Von Mertens

Minutes
Minutes for January were approved. 

ConCom ZBA Comment regarding Special Exception under 245-12, Shoreland Conservation Zone, 88 Hunt Road, U011-010-000
The landowner proposes to construct a cabana 15x20 feet, 25 feet from mean high water, a use that may be permitted by special exception for accessory structures providing a pre-existing use. Property had been developed as a residential use – rhododendron, lawn, fencing – and a residential structure that burned. 
Jo Anne Carr noted that if a non-conforming use has been abandoned for greater than a year, it is no longer grandfathered.
Discussion of relevant sections of the land use code included that shoreland and wetland ordinances apply here, and that documentation of the pre-existing use is needed.  The application mentions only the Shoreland Protection Zone.
Matt Lundsted suggested recommending use of a silt filtration sock rather than silt fence for erosion control to minimize disturbance, in event special exception is granted. Members agreed existing vegetation should be maintained, at the least.
Mitigating factors that also minimize disturbance include pier foundation that allows water flow under the building. 
Jo Anne Carr will draft the Conservation Comment to the Zoning Board of Adjustment.   

Vernal Pool Project update:
Francie Von Mertens proposed a video on vernal pools, working with Brett Thelen at the Harris Center to produce one, as part of the project's educational outreach now that vernal pool mapping is nearing an end. She proposed three video "scenes" for audiences that include landowners with VPs on their property, as well as the usual information on what VPs are and why it's important to protect them. 
She asked if the ConCom would approve $2,000 for a video done by a professional or semi-professional. Swift Corwin said there are many vernal pool videos already that could serve our purposes. He will search them out. Budgeting decision awaits his search.

Arsenic update:
John Patterson noted the project flyer has incorporated suggested changes. Questions remain: Cost for in-home treatments? How are the filters handled to minimize spreading contamination? Concern with agricultural/garden use of arsenic-contaminated water—a question from a homeowner and gardener who recently received a report of arsenic level higher than 10 ppb, the MCL for arsenic. 
	Current plan is to offer test kits from the state lab in Concord in mid-April for drop-off at the Town House April 22. Water Resources Advisory Committee will deliver them to Concord. Results will be emailed to homeowners, and the lab will report back the percentage that tested higher than 10ppb.
	Outreach will be via email, Twitter, Facebook, Ledger, and town web site.

Town parking lot along Contoocook on Grove Street
Jo Anne Carr raised concern with building a parking lot along shoreland, floodplain, and wetland. The Conservation Commission has not been consulted regarding potential shoreland impacts, although the first hearing for a bond issue that exceeds $1 million is March 3 (6:15 p.m.).  Von Mertens will memo the Select Board, with CC to Pam Brenner and Rodney Bartlett, stating ConCom sense that the town's advisory committee relating to environmental issues should be part of the planning process for the parking area given its location.

Adjourn: 8:10 p.m.
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