[bookmark: _GoBack]DRAFT Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Site Visit
May 22, 2015, Peterborough, Mr. Mikes, Route 202 South, 3 p.m.

Present: Luke Hurley, Gove Environmental; Dan Berry, construction manager; Karen Soucy, Bianco PA; Dario Carrera, Peterborough Code Officer;
Conservation Commission members Jo Anne Carr, John Kerrick, Matt Lundsted, Francie Von Mertens

Conservation Commission members walked the perimeter of the Wetlands Protection Overlay Zone (WPOZ) with special attention to the 50-foot wetland buffer that was indicated by red flagging on stakes and paint on pavement.

Points made at the ConCom meeting the evening before were repeated:
--that detention pond be contoured and vegetated to look as natural as possible (not a circle edged with stone rubble / rip-rap)
--that great potential exists to vegetate the 50-foot buffer that presently is either lawn (in the former residential areas on either side of Mr. Mikes) or pavement or structure. This vegetation would increase buffering function significantly as mitigation for two areas proposed for buffer encroachment.
--that mulch is to be avoided in the WPOZ, at a minimum, and ideally in all areas.

New points:
	Observing the Japanese knotweed location on steep bank above wetland, Mr. Gove's proposal to remove highly invasive knotweed seemed feasible, despite the aggressive and extensive root system of the species. (Removal should follow disposal protocol that prevents introducing it elsewhere.) A multi-trunked invasive Norway maple close to the knotweed also should be removed.
	Regarding proposed patio area encroachment in the WPOZ's buffer area: The buffer perimeter in that area was determined by wetland soils in a narrow drainage ditch (see wetland flags #15-20 on 5-15-15 plan). Balancing amenity of outdoor patio and likelihood it will decrease franchise look of the design, the encroachment can be justified given the low-function of the drainage ditch that created the WPOZ perimeter at that location. Most of the parking area next to the patio also appears to be located in the similarly "bumped out" perimeter caused by flagging the drainage ditch. Proposed stormwater treatment will replace the drainage ditch need and function.
	The ConCom recommends that pervious material be strongly considered for the patio area, given its location
	Regarding landscaping. Luke Hurley from Gove Environmental, in response to ConCom recommendation for native plant species in the wetland buffer landscaping, said that was feasible and reasonable. Gove Environmental works with the applicant on landscaping decisions. We recommend a condition requiring native plant species.
	Regarding the silted-in "delta" located in the wetland that Mr. Gove mentioned at the ConCom May 21 meeting, and the possibility of cleaning that out (dredging) to restore a more natural flow, the impacts of disturbance would likely be greater than the benefits of restoration. Removal of nearby Japanese knotweed, sand and grit poised above the wetland, and restoration of a vegetated buffer, would be strong positives without removal of past siltation in the wetland "delta" area and the disturbance that would require in the actual wetland. 
	
Pavement. While not the purview of the Conservation Commission, the pavement area at the southerly end of the project is a large, uninterrupted expanse. Mr. Berry explained this is necessary for large trucks to access the diesel fuel pumps, and no vegetated island or other design feature is possible.
	We encourage further exploration of options to reduce that large expanse of pavement—a comment likely more relevant to the Planning Board process than the ZBA process.
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