[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting
June 18, 2015, Peterborough Town House, 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Swift Corwin, Matt Lundsted, John Patterson, Francie Von Mertens, Robert Wood; Select Board Liaison Tyler Ward
Guests: Rodney Bartlett; Bill Davidson of Hoyle, Tanner & Associates; Dan Holmes

May's minutes were approved and payment of the updated trail guide graphic designer.

Town riverfront parking lot
Bill Davidson of Hoyle, Tanner & Associates presented current plans for the riverfront parking lot. In response to ConCom recommendations that the parking lot be designed to allow closing a section when demand is low, he said that would be possible with the current design. The closed area could be snow storage in winter, likely to be the lowest demand time.
He said the streetlights could have separate zones, allowing shut-off of lights in the closed section.  
	Lighting continues to be a ConCom concern as natural light, both daily and seasonal cycles, determines wildlife behavior. Urban night lighting throws that off.
	Mr. Davidson said full cutoff lighting would be used with a shut-off at 11-midnight depending on parking lot use. ConCom recommended lighting at the lowest foot-candle end of the range.
	Rodney Bartlett said the downtown area is a no-salt area, although it was pointed out that downtown sidewalks at times have visible piles of salt.
	Robert Wood questioned whether rain gardens would be part of the design.

Land parcels / potential town ownership
Rodney Bartlett presented three properties requiring ConCom comment. 
1. Carol Dell donation, corner of Old Jaffrey Road and Route 202: Has been discussed in prior meetings, and recommendation for town acceptance of the donation voted on affirmatively following Rodney Bartlett's opinion that flooding of Rte 202 at that location can best be handled if the town owns that property. 
	2. Portion of phone company lot to be purchased by the 1833 Society and donated to the Town Library.
	Von Mertens will write a memo to the Select Board recommending acceptance of the Carol Dell property; and requesting that the ConCom be part of the landscaping decisions for the Contoocook River buffer in order to maximize buffer function.
	3. Granite Street tax default parcel .85Ac between #s 9 and 17.  ConCom will assess parcel for best management practices, if any given its steepness.

Conservation Easement compliance
Discussing use of the Monahon easement property as an occasional rental (AirB&B), Corwin will consult with Emily Hague at the Monadnock Conservancy and Stephen Walker at NHOEP to see if that use is in compliance with the conservation easement terms. The Forest Society holds back-up interest in the easement and could be consulted as well.

Forestry
Corwin updated the ConCom on an Old Greenfield Road cut that the state took a look at.
	Von Mertens said that Intents-to-cut continue to be received by the town with expected start dates that make compliance with state regulations difficult, in particular that a job not start before Select Board signs the Intent. She has been unsuccessful getting that issue addressed and will stop her efforts.
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