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August 18, 2016, Peterborough Town House 

Present: Bryn Dumas, Swift Corwin, John Kerrick, Matt Lundsted, John Patterson, Francie Von Mertens; Select Board liaison Tyler Ward

Fremont Field mowing
Robin Hulbert, neighbor to the south of the field across Old Jaffrey Road, requested that the front fields be mowed before milkweed seeds disperse. He maintains an 11-acre hayfield across Old Jaffrey Road from the fields plus another six-acre pasture for his milk cows. He said that as an organic farmer, he has to pull milkweed by hand. He also mentioned goldenrod as a problem.
	Francie Von Mertens, longtime steward of the Fremont Conservation Land, explained she manages the field as wild meadow for pollinators and birds, among other wildlife, and milkweed and goldenrod are top pollinator food resources.  
	She said Fremont Field is where local teachers come to gather monarch butterfly caterpillars. She found one that morning and sent a photo around. Milkweed is the only food monarch caterpillars eat, and the decrease in wild fields and field edge is one reason for their steep decline.
	Swift Corwin asked for a vote after a brief discussion. Von Mertens asked to delay the vote until she presented a slide show on pollinators that was on the meeting agenda.
	Members agreed.
	As a second issue, Mr. Hulbert said visitors to the Fremont conservation land twice have bumped into his mailbox, and often park near it which is in the way of mail delivery.
	Members brainstormed a solution and agreed a NO PARKING HERE TO MAILBOX might work. 
	Von Mertens will talk with DPW about getting and mounting a sign.
	Mr. Hulbert said he had to return to his dairy herd, and thanked the ConCom for its attention to the two matters.

Pollinator presentation
Von Mertens presented slides and narrative about the importance of pollinators, primarily bees both native and the introduced honey bee, their decline and what that means for the food supply (human and wildlife), and increasing attention to the problem from federal down to local levels, government and private.		
Discussion about the Fremont Field milkweed continued with a possible compromise: determining if there is a "window" for mowing between when the last monarch brood takes flight (the "supergeneration" that heads to MX to overwinter), and when viable milkweed seeds take flight by means of a well-engineered dispersal design.
Corwin suggested ConCom contact Wendy Ward at USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) with the question whether there is that "window," and when it would be. 
NRCS as part of federal attention to creating pollinator habitat gives grants for pollinator habitat creation. Corwin suggested ConCom look into that for Burke Road field, and spread word about pollinators, encouraging Von Mertens to give her presentation as widely as possible. ConCom members' help setting that up with various groups would be helpful.
Von Mertens will query Wendy Ward.
Tyler Ward asked why the Cheney Avenue field was mowed early in August, primetime for pollinators. Von Mertens will talk to the neighbor who has taken over raising money among the field neighbors for the mowing from Dick Fernald who knew to mow a month later. 

CNBRLAC support
Matt Lundsted as new town rep to the North Branch and Contoocook Rivers Local Advisory Committee ("canberlac") said the group has perennially sought funding from the various towns along the rivers without success. The ConCom has paid in the past for protected river signs ($150 in 2008) and water testing equipment ($400 in 2012). Lundsted will work with the advisory committee on a funding scenario. He also will talk with Vanessa and Nicole at the Town House about posting CNBRLAC minutes to the ConCom web page as adjunct to ConCom business.

Drought and water resources
Von Mertens suggested current drought is a good time to do educational outreach regarding water resources, including relationship between town water (sand/gravel high-yield, shallow aquifer) and most private well that are deep bedrock. The town's current ban on outdoor watering relates only to households on town water, leading to logical question of how the two aquifers relate. Members agreed the relationship is complex.
Lundsted said NHDES is holding hearings on instream flow of protected rivers to determine what level of flow is needed for health of river including fish populations. DES is targeting towns under development pressure that translates into increased demand for municipal water supply.
	Drought conditions put the focus on water supply, but it's a focus that tends to fade.
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