Minutes
Parks Committee
Wednesday, January 6, 2016, 1 PM
Town of Peterborough
1 Grove Street, Peterborough, NH

Present: Michael Gordon, Maude Odgers, Terry Reeves, Rodney Bartlett, Seth MacLean

Agenda: Role of the Parks Committee, Riverwalk Landscaping Competition and Thoughts on Proposed Plans, 2017 Park Budget, Fry Endowment, future plans 

Role of Parks Committee: 

Michael Gordon brought up the Town of Peterborough Ordinance 163-2, which states that the Park’s Committee has the authority to accept gifts for the parks and that any construction, addition, or replacement of structures, memorials, or other fixtures and landscaping will be submitted to the Parks Committee for approval. 

Rodney Bartlett confirmed to the Parks Committee that the Parks Committee will be involved in any discussions and/or decision(s) regarding any present or future public parks in Peterborough. Michael Gordon stressed that this is the wording of the Ordinance and it must be honored. All agreed. 

Riverwalk Landscaping Competition: 

The Riverwalk competition was brought up as David Macy, Director of MacDowell Colony wished to ask MacDowell architecture fellows to submit proposals for consideration of the new Riverwalk park plans. A private citizen of the town agreed to pay for the three finalists of the competition. Around eight to ten proposals were submitted and the three finalists will receive $5,000 from the private donor. It will be narrowed down to one. Michael Gordon stated that this is an example of an addition to the town parks in which the Parks Committee should have been included in the discussions and decisions, per Ordinance 163-2, but was not. Rodney Bartlett said that this was an unusual set of circumstance. Nevertheless, it was agreed that the Parks Committee would, from this day onward, be part of the process. 

Thoughts on Riverwalk Proposed Plans: 

All of the three proposed plans were discussed, as to pros and cons of their ideas. 

The Parks Committee’s first choice was the plan of Esplanade Benedito/Hauser/Driscoll as they liked that they wanted to re-enhance the river, connect park to Peterborough Trails, paid attention to existing stone elements. They liked berm idea to hide parking lot from Depot Park, and steps into river. But heated seats are too complicated and walkway is too steep behind GAR Hall. 

For the design of Siegal/Shannon it was good that they looked at landscape ecologies and the historic legacy, but had too many buildings, and architecture was not in keeping with Peterborough or New England. 

The design of CODA did pay more attention to site and took into consideration the old view of the confluence of the rivers from Depot Park, had a good native plant list, and dealt well with the end of Depot Park. The Parks Committee did not like the urban strategy and want a rural strategy and felt it was too complicated, out of character to our town, and don’t feel a need for things like outdoor movie areas. 

The Parks Committee feels it is important to consider in the new design: 

1. Sacredness of river and view that has existed for 100’s of years, and is there now of the two rivers coming together. 
2. History of railroad and Native American culture
3. New garden/parks need to relate to existing parks
4. Keep in character of our town
5. Berm is good idea to hide parking lot
6. Use native species as much as possible to maintain natural character of land near the river.
7. Avoid “attractive nuisances” such as: fire pit, amphitheater, out buildings, etc., that would encourage vandalism and be a maintenance problem.  
8. Confluence of rivers = confluence of parks. 

Confluence Park should:

1. Respect local history
2. Native American sacredness of the confluence of the river
3. The reason Native Americans, settlers, and others such as Mary Lyon Cheney Schofield came to this area. 
4. History of rail going through into Depot Park

Constraints: 

1. Relate to existing parks: Link Depot Park and Confluence Park and make Depot Park feel like a new park. 
2. Avoid attractive nuisances 
Single intention: 

Respect confluence of the rivers to make a natural as possible with bridge path in cutting edge style 


Michael Gordon had handouts to give to all about the Emerald Necklace in Boston designed by Frederick Law Olmstead, which connect the Boston Common and the Public Garden and other parks, rivers and ponds to Jamaica Plain. He feels Peterborough should have it’s own “Emerald Necklace.” He also suggested looking at the “High Line” Park in Manhattan, designed by Piet Oudolf, a Dutch garden designer, who created a modern design honoring native species and the old railroad. 
 

2017 Fiscal Year Budget:

Budget was discussed showing what the Parks Committee has for the coming year. 

Fred and Betty Fry Garden Fund: 

It was discussed that there is $4,000 from the NH Charitable Foundation from the Fry Garden Fund, first given last February, and that there is a about $4,000 to be used this year and given every year. All assets can be rolled over. The fund states that it is for “financial support for the maintenance or enhancement of the public gardens and planters located in the town of Peterborough. It is not intended to supplant the town Park’s budget but to supplement it. It is a legal requirement that your organization use the distributions from this Fund exclusively for the stated purpose.” Due to this phrasing and an explanation from Stan and Cheri Fry, the Parks Committee asked if this money could be used for tree work in Putnam Park, to be done as soon as possible, specifically limbing up branches and taking out dangerous large dead branches. And if possible more work could be done to improve structure and shape. The committee asked to take down two crab trees that no longer get the light they need and are in constant need of more than annual care because of it and are inhibiting the welfare of the larger trees. All work would open up park making it more accessible, attractive and safe. Rodney said that he would double check with the NH Charitable Foundation to see if there are any other specifics than what we have from the NHCF and from Stan and Cheri Fry and let us know.  The tree work estimate, dated December 18, 2015, by Dan Tremblay of Broad Oak Tree and Shrub was given to all parties.       

Future Plans:

[bookmark: _GoBack]The main agenda the Parks Committee has for the coming year is to finish the work that was started at Putnam Park in 2015, and to continue enhancing it with the addition of more plants and cleaning up the far end of the park to create more light for safety and in keeping with it’s intention to plant additional woodland plants. There is still a bit of grading work to be done at Boccelli Garden, and a few more plants added to newest garden. It was reiterated that a source of water is to be installed at Depot Park so that the committee and its volunteers can water all respective gardens in that park. 

Adjourned at 3:20 p.m. 

Respectively submitted, 



____________________________
Michael Gordon 


____________________________
Maude Odgers


____________________________
Terry Reeves 
