Open Space Committee / Minutes of October 10, 2013 Meeting
7 p.m. Peterborough Town House

Present: Ed Henault, Debby Kaiser, Francie Von Mertens

Shieling Forest

Members supported recommending town funding assistance ($5,000) for an addition to Shieling State Forest similar to a project in 2008 where the State purchased a five-acre field abutting Shieling from Monadnock Community Hospital. A similar parcel likely will become available abutting that field and therefore expanding it, adding diversity of habitat to the Forest.


Von Mertens will bring the Open Space Committee's recommendation to the Conservation Commission.

Monahon honoring

Final wording for the sign to be placed at Fremont Field conservation land was confirmed.  The sign will be placed along the trail just past the powerline after field turns to forest, and the boundary of the acreage Duffy Monahon secured through LCIP state funding.




        Welcome to Duffy's Woods – 150 acres


                                    Town conservation land thanks to 






   Duffy Monahon 

Temporary easements

Regarding the two temporary easements held by the New England Forestry Foundation and due to expire on July, 1, 2014, Henault to continue his follow-up work with NEFF.


As for tax incentives and potential benefit to landowners conserving their land this year, the following incentive will sunset December 31 unless Congress again approves them as it has in the past.


Can deduct up to 50% of annual adjusted gross income each year for 16 years. 
This benefits people with limited annual income against which to deduct 
charitable gifts—"land rich, cash poor" landowners


January 1 reverts back to former deductions allowing up to 30% of annual 
income each year for five years.
The Land Trust Alliance and others are working to make incentive permanent or at least to carry it forth another year as has been the case in prior years.
 

Master Plan update

Further consideration of what changes should be made to the Open Space chapter in the Master Plan: in addition to updating percentages of conservation land in Peterborough, adding the urgency of land conservation given that the landowning population is elderly and ownership will therefore pass to the next generation—with likely increased rates of subdivision/fragmentation of large parcels. 
 

