Town of Peterborough Water Resources Subcommittee

November 4, 2002 - Meeting Minutes (Rev.A)
Prepared by: Dick Reynells 11/5/02

Attendees:

Ed Betz

Dick Reynells

Richard Pendleton

Edith DiSanto

Liz Thomas

John Morison III



Dick Freeman

George Toumanoff
Jason Tremblay



The meeting opened at 5:05PM with a review and acceptance of the minutes for the October 28, 2002 meeting.

Ed Betz provided an overview of Peterborough Ground Water resources and discussion as to the history of various studies made from the 1950’s through present times and of the Peterborough municipal well evolution:

Year(s)

Location

Pump Rate
‘52 –’53
South Well

300gpm

’66

North Well

540gpm (originally at 600gpm)

’81

Summer St Well
200gpm (originally at 300gpm)

“82 –’83
South Well 

Shut down due to contamination 

’91

Tarbell Well

320gpm

’98 –’99
Hunt Rd Well

300-450gpm (shut down 3/00 - high manganese)

’02

South Well

300gpm potential (currently considering re-start) 

The combined output of the North, Summer St, and Tarbell Wells currently represents a potential of 763Kgal/day.  Were the Hunt Rd and South Wells reinstated at ~300gpm rates each, the town has the potential of ~1,200K gal/day supply.

Usage for the months of Aug’02 and Sept’02 was 585Kgal/day and 536Kgal/day respectively.

The Peterborough gravel wells are at depths of 40’ to 60’, which is typical for this type well..

The water table was down to a low of 20’ below normal during the 2002 summer months and currently remains at ~16’ below normal.

Ed Betz briefly discussed efforts and plans regarding the Town’s wastewater treatment facility and system.

The South Well / NHBB super fund site was discussed with inputs from Morison, Betz, Pendleton, and Reynells as to current situation and what to expect in the future as it relates to the south aquifer and south well re-start.

Discussion of the individual reviews of the Master Plans from prior years (provided to committee members via CD last meeting) pointed up that all had not gotten through it and many that had found it to be somewhat daunting.  As one who did give it a good read, John Morrison felt it was an important resource for each member and should be given a reasonable review by all.  To that end it was decided that, as a minimum, everyone should thoroughly read the oldest (1972) plan and that Edie DiSanto would help lessen the remaining task by providing only water related excerpts from each of the other reports.

A review of the committee’s “charge” as suggested in a handout from Sue Chollet at the kick-off meeting concluded that preparation of our own project outline is expected to very closely align with that suggested by the Master Plan committee.  See additional discussion below.

Richard Pendleton presented two resource items for the committee’s reference and consideration:

1. USGS water resources data and maps for the region

2. A 1993 “Water Resources Management and Protection Plan” prepared by a Mr. James MacCartney as a post-grad thesis.

Regarding the MacCartney plan, some on the committee felt it might serve well as a guide for preparation of our own plan / report to the Master Plan committee.  As a result, Richard Pendleton agreed to provide a full copy to each participant for review and discussion at our next meeting.

Other handouts:

Jason Tremblay provided ten additional handouts intended to serve as resource and educational materials by the committee members.

Ed Betz provided copies of a Sept’02 Weston & Sampson report regarding an “East Peterborough Water Resources Assessment” conducted by that firm.

Richard Pendleton, George Toumanoff, and Dick Freeman provided copies of “Bio” sheets.  The remaining members need to complete this assignment for the next meeting.

In response to the feeling by some that we are perhaps less organized than we should be, it was pointed up that these first few meetings should be expected to greatly serve as a learning process and time to get everyone acclimated.

Next meeting is scheduled for 5:00 to 7:00 PM on Monday November 18, 2002 at the Selectmen’s office.  

Note: For those evenings when there is a meeting scheduled for that same room at 7:00 PM, our committee must target leaving the area at ten minutes before seven to provide an adequate transition time.

Next meeting agenda:

30 minutes – Ed Betz presentation and discussion on Peterborough’s waste water treatment facility/system.

30 minutes – group discussion regarding re-review of the master plans from prior years.

30 minutes – group discussion regarding individual reviews of the MacCartney plan to include development of our own outline and future meeting formats.

