Minutes

EVSC Meeting #3

03/05/03

Peterborough Town House
Present:  Gary Armstrong, Marsha Cormier, Beth Cote, George Duncan, David Macy, Rick Monahan, Susan O’Neil, Ken Simonetta, Hope Taylor, and Dick Weiler

Chairman Marsha Cormier called the meeting to order.  The minutes from the February 19th meeting were reviewed and approved.  The committee members were then asked to present the data gathered, picking up where the second meeting ended.

1) Hope Taylor and Dick Weiler presented a revised listing of findings regarding the components needed in town for business vitality (#6):
a) Group discussion centered on the effects of property taxes on businesses people considering Peterborough as place to operate.  While the property taxes are generally recognized as a negative factor from this perspective, it was also acknowledged that when compared with other states, NH has one of the lowest tax burdens per capita (because there is no state sales tax or income tax).

b) Gary presented preliminary findings regarding the tax base: the percentages are misleading because the categories (residential and commercial) are not clearly defined and are too broad.  The group agreed that the “commercial” should be sub-divided as a part of the EVSC data collection process.  The following sub-categories were discussed:

i) Retail business

ii) Healthcare (doctor’s offices, the hospital, a percentage of Rivermead)

iii) Professional services

iv) Apartments

v) Industrial (manufacturing)

2) The group discussed population growth and noted that increased traffic is the most apparent (negative) side effect.

3) The group discussed the opportunities for regional cooperation with regard to economic vitality.  It was noted that Peterborough Selectmen have recently initiated meetings with Jaffrey leaders to discuss the regional opportunities and challenges related to water resources and waste-water treatment.  David distributed a print out from The Center for Community Change (see http://www.communitychange.org/sectoral.htm) for consideration at the next meeting.

4) Questions regarding who has been moving to Peterborough came up.  The group agreed that the Real Estate Transfers records might yield information about the trends—where are people coming from?  What is the average price of a home sold in the past year as compared with prior years?  What attracted the homebuyer to Peterborough?  The last question would require a survey of some sort to ask questions of the newcomers.

5) Dick distributed a regional labor market analysis for consideration by the committee at the next meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 6:30 P.M. with participants agreeing to continue the sequence of presenting data collected by committee members at the next meeting.

The next meeting will be held at 5:00 P.M. on Wednesday, March 19th in the meeting room of the Town House.  

