Draft Minutes of the Water Resources Subcommittee (WRS) of the Master Plan Committee, March 24, 2003 

NOTE: The subcommittee met in Ed Betz's office because the room upstairs in the rear of the Town House, the room we use regularly, was scheduled for another group, as was the Selectmen's meeting room. We had no space in which to meet. Liz is going to ask at the Office of Community Development how we can avoid this problem. 

Present: Ed Betz, Dick Reynells, Rick Pendleton, Liz Thomas, George Toumanoff. 

1) Meeting starts at 6:00 PM. 

    Liz Thomas resigns as chairman on the grounds that she became a selectman on March 15, and a selectman cannot act as chairman of the Planning board. The prohibition could be assumed to include the Master Plan Committee (and therefore the Water Resources Subcommittee) because these bodies are organs of the Planning Board.  The WRS nominates Dick Reynells and Rick Pendleton as co-chairmen. 

    Dick Reynells and Rick Pendleton are unanimously elected as co-chairmen. Liz Thomas will continue to take the minutes. 

    Minutes of March 10 are unanimously approved (Motion to approve by Liz Thomas, seconded by Dick Reynells.) 

2) Discussion of the last meeting, at which the WRS identified three issues which should be addressed. The WRS may not necessarily be able to recommend solutions to the problems as identified, but must nevertheless acknowledge them. The WRC discusses these as follows. 

    a) Large scale withdrawal of water. The WRS discusses HB 401. Ed gives us a DES handout entitled Environmental Fact Sheet WD-WSEB 22-13, "Who Owns New Hampshire's Groundwater?" A motion is made (by Rick Pendleton) to send an e-mail signed by all those present to our representatives in the House, asking them to support this bill. The motion is seconded (by Dick Reynells) and passes unanimously. Rick Pendleton offers to send the email on behalf of us all. 

    b) The creation of a Water Resources Commission as a permanent body of the town. The WRS agrees that because so much is going on at local, state, national and international levels about water, a commission which had as one of its duties the task of keeping abreast of these issues would serve the town well. Other functions of the Commission might include assessment of the water supply, protection of the aquifers, and more. Concern was expressed that such a Commission would increase the work-load of Ed Betz, whose awesome responsibilities certainly have already created a very heavy work-load. Ed expressed his willingness to have such a commission. (Note: care should be taken when structuring the commission that the extra work does not fall on Ed.) 

    Liz Thomas believes that the Board of Selectmen would be receptive to the creation of a Water Resources Commission.  However, the committee agrees that the proposal to create a Water Resources Commission should be presented first to the Master Plan Committee. 

     Liz Thomas moves to recommend that the Master Plan Committee establishes a Water Resource Commission. Dick Reynells seconds the motion. The motion passes unanimously. 

   Suggestions for the structure and responsibilities of the WRCommission will be offered later by the WRCommittee 

   c) How many new houses will the municipal water system support? 

    Ed Betz has prepared a note at the request of Pam Brenner who has asked about the available water supply. He gives the WRC members copies of his report. Assuming (1) that the North, Tarbell, and Summer Street wells are operating, assuming (2) that pollution or other damage does not disable any of these wells, assuming (3) that the daily use by a  private home remains at 275 gal/day, and assuming (4) that no commercial operations consume large quantities of water, the town could support 581 new homes. 

    If the south well were to go on line with 300 gal/min, an additional 785 houses could be added, for a total of 1366 new houses assuming that all of them use average amounts and that no commercial enterprise practices large-scale withdrawal. This figure is by no means a recommendation that 1366 new houses be added. The figure is merely intended to show the condition of our present municipal water supply. 

    Ed concludes his report by stressing that "we are looking for redundancy not because of a lack of supply to meet average daily demands, but for emergency purposes, disruption of service through water breaks, contamination of existing wells, etc." 

    No action was taken by the WRC on this last issue. 

    Our next meeting will be on April 14 at 6:00 pm. presumably in the upstairs room as usual. 

    The meeting adjourns at 7:45 PM. 

