Minutes
Water Resources Subcommittee

January 27, 2003, Meeting, Town House, Upstairs back room 6:00 to 7:00 PM.

Present:  Ed Betz, Edie Di Santo, Dick Freeman, John Morison, Carol Ogilvie, Richard Pendleton, Dick Reynells, Liz Thomas (chair and minutes-0taker) George Toumanoff.

Meeting opens at 6:00 pm. Committee members accept minutes of last meeting, as amended.
Richard P. has brought as a guest Jim MacCartney, the author of the document of 1993, Water Resource Management and Protection Plan (WRM&PP) which, as far as this committee is aware, has been the only written plan for water used by the town.  Earlier this committee had agreed to adopt the WRM&PP as the basis for further recommendations and updating because the basic elements of the plan are unchanged since 1993.

Liz T opens by asking Jim if  he is willing that we as a committee update his plan and add to it a new forward, keeping the present introduction.  His plan would thus become the basis for our recommendations to the Master Plan committee.  Jim responds by saying that we could follow the WRM&PP as a template.  Towns are no longer required to have the OSP approve of or develop such plans, however we might proceed by combining the WRM&PP with guidance from the OSP.

He further encourages us to review state and federal laws that relate to water issues.  He points out that when, as a grad student at Antioch, he composed the WRM&PP he knew less about the laws that he knows now.  He stresses the value of the laws as tools.

George T. asks Jim what he has been doing since 1993.  Jim answers that he worked for the DES administering the State Rivers Project.  While there, the Contoocook was designated for special protection and local advisory committees developed individual plans for individual rivers.  Today he is with the National Park Service, working on stream restoration.

Q to Jim:  What is your phone number?

A:  226-3436 (this is an office phone, the best place to reach him.)

Then discusses “a ton” of records that are housed by the state, including the location of buried oil storage tanks.

Richard asks if it would be useful for us to review some of Jim’s recommendations in the WRM&PP.  He (Richard) gives us a handout entitled “Summary of Recommendations.”
John asks about Jaffrey’s plan to discharge treated wastewater on the Peterborough side of the Jaffrey/Peterborough border.  Has the SWRPC or the OSP had any input on this questions?

Jim:  Water resources are limited throughout the state.  Water is finite.  The seacoast has special problems with the ways in which wastewater is discharged.  With respect to Jaffrey’s discharge, irrespective of how we deal with such discharges, local control is not a bad thing.

George:  Does any town get water from a river?

Jim:  Yes, Concord, also Lowell, Lawrence, Haverill, all get water from the Merrimack.  Nashua gets water from the Pennachuck, and also from the Merrimack.  If water is adequately treated it can be used even if wastewater discharge is in it.  Almost every town discharges into the rivers, and the condition of the discharge is regulated by the passage of the Clean Water Act in 1972.  (Brief discussion of the Mississippi follows – how the towns and cities along its banks famously drink from and discharge into it, all the way to the delta.)
John:  About treated effluent.  Would we want to do that?

Jim answers that the question is beyond his area of expertise, due to new technology.  The town should hire a consultant or multiple consultants.  And should look at a range of options.

John:  what about instream flow if everyone injected effluent into a gravel aquifer?

Jim answers:  when he was working for the state he was doing instream flow analysis.  Mentions a ski area where, for example, most of the water goes back to the system from which it came.  The issue here is timing.  Snow is made mostly in Nov. and Dec., and returns to the source in march.  It’s the same with waste water discharge (says Jim).  The rate of return depends on the location of the aquifer.

John:  If everyone started doing this at the same time, the flows of the rivers would change.

Jim:  They would if municipal use was involved and no regulations were in effect such as regulations on car washing, etc which would result in a low recapture rate.  But if the amounts are equivalent, there would be no change in the flow.  However, says Jim, there is the question of pathogens in the water.  Folks find them unappealing.  You don’t want the discharge point too close to the withdrawal point.

Dick F. discusses low interest loans from the state to help communities study these problems before it’s too late.

Jim mentions a revolving loan fund.  He thinks that the town is relatively well positioned (for a loan?) (because?) the WRM&PP was compiled.  Back then, there were three wells.  Now the town has one more well.  The town may reopen the south well on a limited basis.  So, says Jim, based on a 15 minute look at our situation, he feels that the town might be well positioned for a loan.  He recommends that our plan should include a ten year projection and recommends that the town should get money to develop wells and acquire lands, and that money should be set aside for capital improvement.  He also feels that the town has done little toward managing waste water – the plant was at capacity ten years ago, he says, and he thinks that our wastewater treatment problems are more serious than our supply problems.
Jim continues by adding that in 1993 he found that 25% to 30% of the water pumped from the town wells was unaccounted for, not being metered.  The Recreation Dept was at the time creating playing fields and was watering them, but this by no means accounts for so great a loss.  Therefore, he says, water was leaking.  The town should focus less on adding to the water supply and more on fixing the leaks etc.
Jim adds that quality of life issues also arise around water – aesthetic resources, recreational resources, and the like.  The river is the centerpiece for such issues.  To address these issues in a meaningful way is not expensive.  He tried to s peak to this in the WRM&PP document.  He gives a website for further information:  <www.des.state.nh.us/rivers>.

At 7:00 Liz T. leaves to attend another meeting as this Water Resources Subcommittee meeting was originally scheduled to close at 7:00 p.m.  She leaves.  Others stay – Richard offers to take further minutes, if any.  The subcommittee thanks Jim profoundly for his help and his interest, and also for the very important contribution that he made to the town with the WRM&PP.
