Minutes of Water Resource Subcommittee meeting, Thurs., Sept 11, 2003, 6:00 PM in upper room of Town House. 

Present: 

Richard Pendleton (chairman) 
Ed Betz 
Richard Freeman 
John Morison 
Liz Thomas (minutes) 
George Toumanoff 
Jason Tremblay
Robert Wood
1) Discussion of our recommendations to the Master Plan Committee. 

2) Discussion of the charter of the proposed permanent Water Resource Commission. We are essentially using the charter drafted by the committee earlier. Liz Thomas will submit a draft of the letter to the selectmen requesting this. 

3) Discussion of the Master Plan Hearings re comments by citizens regarding water. The committee felt that the hearing resulted in general agreement as to the proposals by the WRC. 
  

At 7:15 PM we are joined by Swift Corwin, chairman of the Conservation Commission. The Concom has requested a joint meeting with the WRC to discuss issues regarding the VCC, especially storm-water management. 

At 7:30 we are joined by Gordon Hale and Joanne Carr. 

4) Discussion of impervious surface vis a vis the VCC. The amount of impervious surface is presently set at 80% however the VCC is on a river adjacent to wetlands, so 80% may be much too large. 

5) Joanne Carr suggests that requirements for surface be incorporated in site plan review, rather than isolated as an aspect of VCC. 

6) The permissible amounts of impervious surface vary from community to community. Robert Wood discusses Sunapee where 30% is the limit. Joanne Carr has seen limits of 50%. 

7) Rick Pendleton asks if there can be flexibility in parking areas (to limit the numbers of cars). Joanne Carr replies that there are several ways to do this, from permitting off-site parking (on swales, etc) during a few peak times seasonally (Christmas, for example) and making larger or smaller parking spaces. These are adjustments that can be made to benefit sensitive areas. 

8) Discussion of filtering the runoff of parking lots: Someone from the Conservation Commission (Joanne Carr) and someone from the Water Resource Committee (Robert Wood) will review two documents: Water Resources Regulatory Strategy and Stormwater Design Guidelines y Comprehensive Environmental Inc in preparation for a meeting of the Concom and WRC with CEI in mid October. 

9) Discussion of a newer approach for managing flood water--not for 100 year floods, as before, but for 5 year or 10 year floods, managing the first inch of water which contains most of the pollutants. After the first inch, says Joanne Carr, the rest of the water is essentially clean. Managing for 5 or 10 year floods vrs 100 year floods is therefore a more modern and better concept. 

10) Meeting adjourns at 8:00. The WRS hopes to meet with the Selectmen on Sept 23, Tuesday, to discuss the formation of the Water Resource Commission.  The WRS members will be informed by Monday, Sept 22, as to the time of this meeting. 
11) The next meeting was subsequently set for Sept 30th at 6:00 p.m.
