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Photo 197)  39-41 Grove Street, Peterborough Professional Building, U017-045  Direction: SW 

 
Photo 198)  40 Grove Street (Peterborough Academy/G.A.R. Hall), U017-021  Direction: NE 
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the attic level.  The new one-story, hip-roofed brick bank building has a generally rectangular 
footprint and a slightly off-center, three-bay cross gable entry pavilion.  The original main hipped 
block was expanded slightly to the rear and east in 1979, creating an asymmetrical façade.  The 
classically derived detailing echoes that found on the earlier Georgian Revival buildings constructed 
nearby on Grove Street.  The bank added a substantial bank Annex (45 Main Street, Photos 24, 
29), designed by local architect Richard M. Monahon, Jr., in the Colonial Revival style in 1986-
1987, to the west of the original building, on a site former occupied by a collection of mostly later 
nineteenth-century buildings.   

The Peterborough Professional Building (39-41 Grove Street, Photo 197) is a rare example of a 
purpose-built commercial and residential block from this period.  Located on the corner of Grove 
and Vale streets, the two-story, L-shaped frame and brick ended building was built in two stages, the 
east-west section begun in 1959, and the north-south addition built five years later.  The brick-end 
frame structure contains offices and garden apartments, the later fronting on Vale Street.  Colonial 
Revival detailing includes semi-circular keystoned arch windows and quarter windows on the gable 
end, semi-circular arches above the north and east entries, keystoned splayed window lintels, 8/8 
window sash, and a colonnade centered on the north elevation.  The LaRoche Brothers, who built a 
number of housing developments and commercial blocks in the late 1950s and early 1960s in 
Peterborough, were the builders of this block (PHS 1996 I:128). 

Ecclesiastical 
All Saint's Episcopal Church erected a large new Parish House and shop on the west side of 
Concord Street in 1985 to accommodate their expanded operations (52 Concord Street, Photo 106).  
The one-and-a-half-story building is generally suggestive of the church's earlier buildings on the 
other side of the street in style, with a gable roof, cross gables, short tower, narrow rectangular 
windows, and stuccoed exterior. 

Parks/Memorials/Bridges 
During this period the town created several small parks in the center of the district on parcels where 
building had been recently demolished or had burned down.  In 1958 the town created a small, 
asymmetrical Nubanusit Terrace Park on Grove Street (Photo 42) between the Post Office and 
Nubanusit Brook and opposite Putnam’s Grove, on the long-time site of a Carriage Paint Shop that 
burned in 1941, when it was occupied by a clothing store and bakery (1996: I, 726).  This was the 
first of three small green spaces created in the second half of the twentieth century in commercial 
and civic center of the historic district.  In the 1980s, after the demolition of the nineteenth-century 
Boccelli House in 1983, a second piece of green space along Nubanusit Brook on the former Bocelli 
Land, but on the east side of the street was created (Photo 196).  The most recent addition is Depot 
Park along the west side of Contoocook River, adjacent to the Depot Square parking lot (no photo).  
Designed by Gordon Hayward and completed ca. 2000 as part of the Downtown 2000 Plan, the 
space includes landscaping, an arching stone wall, and an open structure vaguely suggestive of the 
former Depot.  In 2003 the town replaced the old Elm Street bridge with a new I-beam bridge with a 
concrete deck.   

Residential 
RANCH HOUSES 

The final transformation of mid-twentieth-century house plans appears in the ranch house.  These 
one-story, sprawling structures under a low-pitched hipped roof with wide eaves feature an entry hall 
that separates the bedrooms on one side and the more public spaces on the other side.  The plan often 
consists of a combination living room and dining room in the front with open access to the kitchen at 
the rear.  Indicative of suburban resident’s reliance upon the automobile the houses include 


