
Peterborough Agricultural Commission 

   Report on Mr Fries proposal on grazing Cheney Field   June 4, 2018 

 

Site review done by Agricultural Commission on June 4, 2018 with additional 

input from Glen and Jake from Overlook Farm 

 

As has been said the field does have an agricultural use in the easement, which 

we encourage.  We do however want things done well to allow for further 

encouragement of agriculture in Peterborough.  

Findings on the field do suggest that there is potential for agriculture uses.  

Intensive management grazing would improve this field if done properly.   

CONCERNS 

With the plans put forth by Mr. Fry for amending the field and even watering the 

animals an access road would be needed.  A truck delivering bio char enough for 

that field can weigh up to 20-30 tons and can be messy.  Also the loading and 

unloading of animals requires a truck and trailer.   Is there a plan to put in an 

access road?  Watering the animals would, depending on the tub size, be a twice 

a day event.  A gator with big sap tanks is not going to work.    Water tubs create a 

lot of traffic and should be monitored and moved frequently. 

We do not recommend key-lining this field.  Most of it is too wet and we feel that 

grazing the field alone could have the same or better results. 

As Mr. Fry said water issues are much more extensive than obvious.  For this 

reason we would have concerns about even grazing the west side of the trail and 

would recommend grazing only the east side of the trail.  The field on the west 

side is wet, marshy and has sinkholes plus what is growing is not palatable….and  

would just turn to mud. 

We would recommend an electric charger over a solar but feel the solar could 

work as long as it is in accordance with NRCS and USDA standards with a battery 

back up.   



We would not recommend the fence line be in the tree line.  It somewhat defeats 

the purpose of the benefits of the cows grazing and depositing manure where it is 

needed-in the field- the cows would graze go for a siesta in the shade and leave 

manure in one spot, degradation in the area would be greater. 

The apple trees in the field would be killed by the cows eventually.  If this is a 

concern they would need to be fenced out. 

Intensive grazing requires a huge commitment to moving the cows through 

paddocks quickly and making sure the paddock matches the herd size.  The best 

practices call for the animals to be moved every 24 hours.  The maximum time on 

any given paddock would be three days.  Due to these concerns we would 

definitely recommend a person have a vast amount of experience with livestock 

grazing. 

 

Suggestions 

We would highly recommend a soil test be done including a carbon test now that 

could be repeated in a year to show the improvements made. 

The grazing of these fields with a lighter animal such as sheep would also improve 

these fields, possibly not as quick but with less impact of larger livestock. 

A trial year lease could be given.  Temporary fencing that could be removed.  

Temporary fencing does have the potential for more escapes but not if done 

correctly. 

We would also suggest monitoring by qualified people to ensure a successful 

outcome.   
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