Date:  	July 16, 2020
To:	Members of the Community Task Force on Housing
From:  	Karen Hatcher, Chair
Re: 	Notes from July 15, 2020 Zoom Call
Thank you to those who joined last night’s Zoom call and for your full participation in an important conversation about the future of our work together.
As we all know, trying to pursue our goal of creating an effective community engagement strategy to hear from our community on the issue of housing needs, wants and concerns has proven particularly difficult during these many months of the pandemic.  With no end in sight in the near term, many reported feeling frustrated, tired, adrift, goal-less, unfocused.  I admitted to not being able to see the path forward.
By using the tools available to us on Zoom and returning to where we started with Peter Block’s book, “Community: The Structure of Belonging”, we used the possibility conversation in small groups to help us determine the following:
· We want our community to be welcoming to young people who want to live and work here.
· We want to work on affordable housing, finding ways in our current system, and through creative means to develop more of it. 
· We want to resume conversations started last winter between the Planning Board and committed citizens who want to help shape zoning policy to create more affordable housing options.
· We want to be a collective voice for advancing housing projects that provide options for young people and families.
· We want to stay connected, but recognize competing needs for time and energy, so feel it’s time to disband the task force in its current form and apply our energy to getting things done on housing where we can.
Three immediate opportunities were identified where members could get/stay involved in moving the housing issue forward:
· Peterborough Housing Committee of the EDA:  
Contact Pelagia Vincent pelagiavincent@earthlink.net 
· Peterborough Planning Board Workshops: 
Contact Danica Melone dmelone@peterboroughnh.gov or Ivy Vann, Chair ivy.vann@gmail.com 
· Regional Housing Work Group at Southwest Regional Planning Commission:  
Contact Todd Horner  thorner@swrpc.org 
Here is the video link to last night’s meeting for those who missed the call or would like to review.
The group Resource Materials Folder will remain active for your reference and access. This includes the email contact list for group members so that you may stay connected and share information and new opportunities.
On a personal note, I appreciate every one of you who have committed yourselves over these many months (and years for some), to solving one of the most pressing problems facing our community, region and state.  I am honored to have been part of this work with you and remain your steadfast partner in ensuring a strong, welcoming and resilient Peterborough.  
With deep respect and affection,
Karen
