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AREA FORM PETERBOROUGH DOWNTOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT 

driver, and a minister.  Women worked as tailoress and milliner.  In the mills were nine weavers 
(women), five spinners and two dressers (Census 1860; Chace 1858).   

Public Sites and Churches 
One of Peterborough’s first “summer residents” was Catharine Putnam of Boston who spent 
summers with her uncle and cousins, the Paysons, as early as 1827, and later moved permanently to 
town.  In 1862 she gave a 2¾-acre tract of land west of Grove Street south of the Nubanusit to the 
Town for a public park.  The area was smoothed and graded, with a picket fence, gates and stiles 
erected by the 1870s (Smith 1876:218).  After the Civil War, a Soldier’s Monument was erected in 
1869 (dedicated 1870) by the Soldiers and Sailors Mutual Benefit Association.  The bronze statue, 
6'-7" tall, on a Concord granite base, was sculpted by Martin Milmore (1844-1883).  Originally 
located in Putnam Grove, the statue was moved across the street in 1902 to the front of the GAR 
Hall (40 Grove).   
became the Union Evangelical Church.  The Concord Street building was enlarged in 1860 at a cost 
of $3,000.  Village Cemetery lots were all taken up by the 1860s and the site was not suited to 
expansion, so a large new cemetery was established northeast of the village, named Pine Hill. 

1871-1904: Railroad Era, New Industrial Growth, Summer Homes   
Railroads finally reached Peterborough in the 1870s and this was a period of growth in the 
downtown.  New commercial blocks, factories and dwellings were built.  In the surrounding area, 
the number of farms declined, but some were renovated into estates by the summer residents who 
would play a major part in the history of the town in subsequent decades.  The town’s population 
grew again slightly in the 1880s and construction of homes in the village continued.   

Railroad  
The Monadnock Railroad, organized in 1868, was completed in 1871 between Peterborough and 
Winchendon, Massachusetts, where transfers could be made for Fitchburg and Boston (a 3½ to 4 
hour trip) (Morison 1954:300, 311).  In 1878, the Northern Railroad was built, continuing north from 
Peterborough to Hillsborough, where it connected with the lines to Keene and Manchester.  In 
Peterborough, the railroad tracks paralleled the west side of the Contoocook River, crossing to the 
east a short distance north of the Main Street Bridge in the village.  The railroad station stood 
between the river and what became known as Depot Street, near the village school.  Jonas 
Livingston was the first superintendent and president of the Monadnock Railroad, up to his death in 
1877.  Dr. J.H. Cutler was treasurer.  The Monadnock was operated under lease by the Boston, Barre 
& Gardner Railroad and then the Cheshire Railroad.  At its height, the railroad had four trains daily 
each way (Smith 1876:229; Morison 1954:311).  The passenger station (site of 12 Depot Street) on 
the west side of the tracks had a freight house attached to the south end (Sanborn 1904).  Freight 
sheds were parallel to the east side of the tracks.   

Commercial Blocks  
In the 1860s-70s, new commercial blocks were built and earlier ones enlarged.  Some earlier 
buildings were removed.  The main block of the Tavern was built in the Civil War period.  The 
Granite Block was owned from 1869 by Alden B. Tarbell (1835-1919) who built two additions to 
the south and east in the 1870s.  The last locally made bricks were used in the Savings Bank 
Building (14 Grove) of 1871, next to the Granite Block on Grove Street (Crabtree ca. 1985).  The 
First National Bank was located on the ground floor from 1875.  The Post Office was also in the 
building from 1886.  The Masonic hall was upstairs.  On Main Street east of the Granite Block, 38-
40 Main Street was also built around 1870.  Steele’s Bookstore was originally located in the east 
extension of the Tavern (site of 35 Main).  John Henry Steele (grandson of Gov. John H. Steele) 
acquired C.A. Ames book and stationary business in 1870.  He was Town Clerk for fifty-two years, 


