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2014 began with the Conservation Commission's annual Monahon Day of Service workgang on Martin Luther King Weekend in honor of Rick and Duffy Monahon. Volunteers gathered at the Harris Center's Elm Street parcel to cut, haul and burn invasive buckthorn trees. Goal is to return the area to meadow and wild apple trees. 
	All ages joined the effort as a gentle snow fell.
	Big thanks also go to Sandy Eneguess for brush-hogging the area in late summer to deter re-sprouting.
	In January, the Commission also hosted a presentation on invasive plants as first step in addressing the challenge of invasive plants taking over natural areas.
	Local ConComs were invited and the Select Board room was full to overflowing.
	The Commission put out a brochure on the 12 most problematic plants in the region in time for handing out at Greenerborough. Copies are available at the Town House along with a flyer on black swallow-wort, another plant to watch for that we had hoped was not yet in Peterborough. 
	We were wrong.
	Of the thousands of introduced, non-native plants, only a few have the highly aggressive invasive tendencies that earn them placement on New Hampshire's prohibited plant list (illegal to sell or transport—and wise to remove before they take over). 
	The Commission gives a lively PowerPoint presentation on invasive plants; has organized garlic mustard pulls and a black swallow-wort pull along the Contoocook River; and is looking for additional volunteers to map garlic mustard and Japanese knotweed along town roads.
	We set up a demonstration knotweed-control patch in Teixeira Park as part of our outreach. Volunteers also are needed to help monitor and remove invasives in the Park, and thanks go to the Town DPW crew for their help with that.
	The Commission's Vernal Pool Project with the Harris Center completed year three with training for new volunteers to map vernal pools on conservation land in town, as well as private property whose owners want to learn if their land has any of these highly productive—and easy to overlook—specialized habitats.
	On the land conservation front, the Commission—as co-agent to expend with the Select Board—approved a $50,000 grant to the Harris Center to assist purchase of the Hiroshi Hayashi land (109 acres) along Nubanusit Brook in the northwest of town. The land met the town's criteria for funding assistance, ranking high for conservation value, and will be open to the public as permanent open space. (The Open Space Committee's annual report includes more information on the land and town funding assistance.)
	Commission members were involved in the Master Plan Visioning sessions, as well as the Planning Board's drafting process for expanded commercial uses on farms to be voted on in 2015, and the Innovative Subdivision Design ordinance that failed at the ballot box in 2014.
	As always, the Commission commented on applications before the town's land use boards as well as state agencies when shoreland and/or wetland impacts were involved; and monitored forestry operations for shoreland and wetland impacts to the very limited extent the state allows towns to have a role.
	The year ended as it began, with launch of a new project: focus on arsenic in drinking water from drilled, deep-bedrock wells. Informational outreach will include the negative health effects of long-term, low-level exposure, and the importance of testing private wells. (Town water is drawn from shallow, high-yield gravel aquifers—not deep bedrock—and arsenic exposure is not an issue.)
	Test kits will be made available to homeowners in April, 2015. 
	Volunteers are always welcomed: for invasive plant mapping and removal, conservation land workgangs, vernal pool mapping, and Project Arsenic.	
	The Commission meets the third Thursday of the month, 7 p.m. in the Town House. Contact any member if you have questions or would like to volunteer.
	The town runs on volunteers!
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