Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting
September 18, 2014, Peterborough Town House, 7:00 p.m.

Present:  Jo Anne Carr, Bryn Dumas, Swift Corwin, Francie Von Mertens, Cynthia Nichols, John Patterson, Robert Wood

Minutes
Minutes for July 17, 2014 approved. 
August 21, 2014 approved with addition that Robert Wood picked up bagged Japanese knotweed cuttings and took to recycling center

Budget
- A previously proposed stipend for the Office of Community Development volunteer was postponed to a later date.
- No current use land changed use this fiscal year (ending June 31). Thus there will be no Land Use Change Tax added to the Conservation Commission land management fund this year. 

Discussions
Hemlock Wooly Adelgid (HWA)
The likely presence of HWA was reported in hemlocks near Well School mailboxes on Middle Hancock Road. Jeannette Baker asked the CC to follow up. John Patterson will follow up with school director and son of the landowner, Akhil Garland, to recommend that they contact Steve Roberge, NH Coop Extension forester and Kyle Lombard, Forest Health Specialist at NH Division of Forest and Lands.  Steve Roberge indicated that HWA has showed up in several locations in southern NH and site containment efforts by the state are unlikely at this point. Action is left to the landowner. 

Invasive Plant Roadside Mapping
The monitoring protocol was tested by John, Cynthia and Francie and re-worked with Keith Pancake at the Office of Community Development. We are now ready to start mapping roadside occurrences of Japanese Knotweed this fall and Garlic Mustard next spring with volunteer help. 

Forestry on Route 202 North of ConVal
The CC discussed the log landing within the Wetland Protection Overlay Zone.  After discussion (points listed below) it was agreed that:
· State BMPs from Best Management Practices for Erosion Control on Timber Harvesting Operations in New Hampshire, NH Department of Resources and Economic Development, were not followed regarding placing the log landing within the 50-foot "stream management zone." The Conservation Commission would like to see remediation at the site including re-vegetation to re-establish buffer functions. This would be in addition to the reseeding and soil stabilization Swift Corwin ascertained would be done.
· The Conservation Commission will notify the Board of Selectman about our concerns.

Discussion points included:
- What is the best method to restore wetland buffer functions through revegetation without creating further negative impacts through further soil disturbance?
- Can the town put restrictions on forestry in Peterborough's wetland overlay zone as contained in town zoning code 245-15-J(1)(a):
J. Permitted Uses
 (1)Permitted Uses within the buffer area include the following or similar uses.
	(a) Forestry and tree farming, including any associated access roads, using techniques as set forth in Best Management Practices for Erosion Control on Timber Harvesting Operations in New Hampshire, NH Department of Resources and Economic Development?
- How does the recent Rockingham County Bottom v. Town of Hampton decision affect a town's ability to regulate forestry beyond the state's regulations that apply only to public waters? 
-Swift Corwin, town forester, opinion that towns cannot regulate forestry; only the state can.
-What is town counsel's opinion (requested two weeks ago) on Town's ability to implement town code 245-15-J(1)(a)?

Jo Anne Carr will query PlanLink on the Hampton ruling, and its apparent conflict with town empowerment granted by state Innovative Zoning RSAs.

Easement Monitoring
Cynthia Nichols:
Members reviewed the list of Easements and will be conducting site visits through the fall. 

Agricultural Uses Planning Board Subcommittee 
JoAnne Carr: 
The Committee has met infrequently; nothing to report at this time. 

Teixeira Park Japanese Knotweed demonstration site 
Robert Wood is working on covering the site. There will not be a further cutting after leaf-out in spring as previously discussed.
Roofing rubber is down and old carpet can be added. 
Wood chips will be put on top before the snow. 
John Patterson suggested posting a laminated sign to explain the goals of the work at this site—as previously discussed and agreed to.
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