Peterborough Conservation Commission Minutes 
December 20, 2018, Peterborough Town House, 7 p.m.  

Present: Jo Anne Carr, Swift Corwin, John Kerrick, John Patterson, Liz Thomas, Francie Von Mertens, Robert Wood; Select Board Liaison Barbara Miller
Guests: Scott Perry, Bridgette Perry, Phil Runyon

Minutes for the November meeting were approved as were annual dues for NH Association of Conservation Commissions.

Monadnock Rod and Gun Club wetland issues
At Swift Corwin's invitation, Scott and Bridgette Perry, gun club abutters, and their attorney, Phil Runyon, updated the ConCom on wetland and trespass issues.
	Attorney Runyon said that town issues include a pavilion built without a building permit, expansion of the shooting range to accommodate larger caliber firearms without site plan review or proper permitting, and impacts to the Town's Wetlands Protection Overlay Zone. 
State issues include filling and dredging wetlands as indicated by aerial photos over the years and wetland soil sampling in July by a wetland scientist hired by the town.
	Additionally, the range expansion was some 200 yards into the Perry's property. Soil sampling contracted for by the Perrys found high lead content.
	NHDES Wetlands Bureau issued a letter of deficiency November 29 citing wetlands fill and stream alteration on Gun Club land; 140' culvert on the Perry land directing "wetland hydrology" from one side of the range to a stream on the other side; and overall 27,000 s.f. of wetlands impact, half of which is on Perry land.
	The letter states that a restoration plan done by a wetlands scientist must be submitted to the Wetlands Bureau in 90 days.
	Regarding soil contamination, Scott Perry said soil was tested for lead only, not tannerite or automotive oils or antifreeze associated with exploding cars rigged with tannerite targets.
Von Mertens will request a copy of Rick Van de Poll/Ecosystem Mgt. Consultants' 
wetlands impact study done for the town—from Rodney Bartlett.
Wood will contact Jeff Blecharczyk, NHDES wetlands compliance, regarding lead
and other potential contaminants in soil and water, especially given that wetland 
and buffer restoration is likely to disturb contaminated soils. The area is in the 
town's Groundwater Protection Overlay Zone.

Stone Barn Minimum Impact wetlands application
Barbara Miller presented the Stone Barn NHDES application for filling 1,800 s.f. of state-jurisdictional wetland, needed "for stormwater management" for an "Agrihood" residential development including restaurant—as stated in the application Description.
	Carr stated her continuing concern that the applicant has not demonstrated that alternatives with less impact to the buffer and wetland had been fully explored during the design process.
	Von Mertens agreed, saying that applicant and applicant's engineer had explained that all upland and non-wetland buffer areas had to be dedicated to agriculture, and therefore stormwater treatment was placed in the forested wetland buffer area sloping down to the wetland. 
This despite ConCom members Carr and Lundsted, both with stormwater treatment expertise, stating that options did exist that would minimize buffer impacts.
	Corwin expressed concerns about clear-cutting the southern buffer area that likely would have visual impacts from the Cranberry Meadow Pond Trail that he developed.
	Von Mertens reminded that town code allows stormwater treatment detention ponds and swales in the buffer by right, regardless of visual or other impacts, including wildlife, and that the ConCom would be speaking with the Planning Board about making changes to town code relating to stormwater treatment in wetland buffers.
	Carr noted that the Minimum Impact application had not been signed by the applicant, and appeared to lack the usual photos, maps, copies, and statement of attempts to minimize impacts. 
Wood said he was reluctant for the ConCom to sign off on the application, pointing out, also, that the ConCom is the Town's defender of wetlands that often have none.
	Select board liaison Miller said she thought the project an important, innovative one for the town, that it adds 33 households with a positive economic impact. She suggested that the ConCom not signing off on the application could halt the project at a critical time when funding is being sought.
	Von Mertens explained that not signing removed the application from expedited review to regular review, a matter of timing.
	Patterson, sensing consensus, offered the following motion:
Move that the Conservation Commission not sign the Stone Barn wetland application until it meets with the project engineer to discuss alterations with less impact on the wetland.  
	Carr seconded the motion. It passed unanimously.
Von Mertens will contact Fieldstone Consultants explaining the vote: the ConCom's sense that efforts to avoid or minimize impacts to the wetland were not made, or indicated in the application, and that the ConCom is willing to meet with the engineer to discuss at the earliest possible time. She also will contact the applicant.

Wetland code changes
Von Mertens said that the Planning Board has scheduled a meeting with the Conservation Commission January 14 to discuss unintended consequences when stormwater detention basins and swales are allowed by right, with no conditions, in the wetland buffer—contravening the code's stated goal that wetland buffers remain naturally vegetated.

Natural Resources Inventory
Rick Van de Poll, as requested, sent examples of his NRI work for other towns/clients, as well as a statement of purpose for his work with the ConCom. Von Mertens requested a vote to contract for his services.
	Members, given the late hour and waning energy, requested more time to read the NRI samples and that the agenda item be moved to January. 
And thus the meeting adjourned.
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