Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting

August 15, 2013,  Peterborough Town House, 7 p.m.

Present: Jo Anne Carr, Bryn Dumas, Matt Lundsted,  Francie Von Mertens, Cynthia Nichols,

Robert Wood

Guest: Randolph Brown – Water Resources Advisory Committee

Business
June 24 and July 27, 2013 Conservation Commission Meeting minutes approved including CC's comments to Planning Board on proposed changes to Open Space Residential Development zoning.
Monies approved for the Harris Center Vernal Pool Project expenditures.
Upcoming meeting note - 

Pete Throop, the new Director of Planning and Community Development, wishes to meet with CC in the near future.

Updates

Monadnock Ledger/Transcript Newspaper Articles


"How to help Stop Invasive Species"- Robert Wood – ran July 29th, 2013 


Next article: Forestry Best Management Practices - Swift Corwin

Re-Ordering of Articles


Terrestrial Invasive Plants – Spring


Stormwater – January or late spring, or could run in conjunction with proposed WRAC Well Water Quality project (see below) 


New Topic - Renewable Energy - mid winter or spring – Jo Anne Carr

Open Space Residential Development zoning changes  

Planning Board will present draft at two public hearings. The CC considered suggesting that the public hearing be held as a presentation with a question/answer session so that there's more opportunity for dialogue rather than one-way statements of support or opposition from attendees with little educational process.

The CC discussed the issue of acreage zoning requirements with duplexes and connected units. Francie cautioned that, for example, if a duplex is permitted to be two stand-alone units, acreage decreases to 1.5 acre zoning rather than three-acre zoning in the Rural District. Jo Anne suggested it may be better to talk about unit density rather than building types – in that way the three-acre zoning requirement is easier to maintain

She noted that village vs. outlying rural could be better defined, with the reach of town water/sewer lines as boundary as a sensible boundary for determining where the duplex stand-alone approach might be considered. 

Commerce Park 


Owner is requesting that Planning Board recommend the land be re-zoned if he cannot sell as currently zoned Commerce Park District with its permitted uses. Previously it was zoned Rural.
Open Space Committee Update


New England Forestry Foundation (NEFF) holds two temporary conservation easements that expire in 2014. OSC met with NEFF providing maps and natural resource profiles for its outreach to the landowners about making the easements permanent.

Monadnock Community Hospital is in early stages of exploring donating land to Shieling Forest east of Hadley Brook similar to a donation a few years back.
Randolph Brown – Water Resources Advisory Committee 

Mr. Brown described a Well Water Quality project that the WRAC is considering. Private well water quality is an unaddressed concern and fits within the mission of the WRAC.  


The project is based on a Tuftonboro Conservation Commission project. Together with Department of Environmental Services (DES), NH Department of Public Health and Dartmouth College, Tuftonboro's CC distributed 172 well water testing kits.  

34% of the kits returned had levels of arsenic above acceptable levels. 

The project is described in the NHDES's summer 2013 issue of the newsletter "The Source."
Jo Anne Carr recommended that salinity be included in the testing.

In Peterborough approximately 40% of tax parcels are on private wells.


The CC discussed possible approaches to testing and funding. 

Well water testing would be a great topic to include in our series of articles. 

Woody will contact Pierce Rigrod at NHDES who may have pertinent info to share.

Mr. Brown will come back with more details in the future.

Conservation Easement Monitoring Season Coming Up

Cynthia to follow up with Susan Stanbury's excel file and help organize notebooks with Francie

Especially Pearson/LaRoche and Peterborough Players.
Southwest Regional Planning Commission (SWRPC) Survey 

The CC received a survey from SWRPC on natural resource priorities that is part of a three-year statewide plan that all regional planning commissions have embarked. Francie will draft responses and send around for comment, and will determine from SWRPC if CC input is the only input requested. 


Meeting Adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
