Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting

January 16, 2014, Peterborough Town House, 5 p.m.

Present: Jo Anne Carr, John Kerrick, Matt Lundsted, Cynthia Nichols, John Patterson, Francie Von Mertens, Robert Wood

Guests: Peter LaRoche and Jack Belletete

Upcoming Events: 

Monahon Day of Service - Saturday January 18, 2014: 

The Conservation Commission is sponsoring the second annual Day of Service workgang to be held this year at the Elm Street easement land.  Following ConCom decision a year ago, the annual workgang is to honor Rick and Duffy Monahon. 
Invasive Plant Species Presentation - Thursday January 23, 2014, 7 p.m.
Doug Cygan, NH Invasive Plants Coordinator, NH Department of Agriculture, will be presenting about Invasive Plant Species. Response/RSVPs from area ConComs has been strong.
Business

- December19, 2013 meeting minutes were approved
- Monies approved for Fremont Field mowing
Proposed sewer line crossing Shoreland Conservation Zone off Rte 101E 

Peter LaRoche and Jack Belletete presented plans for a church and condo development off Route 101E requiring a forced main (3 inch within a 12-inch sleeve) laid under Wallace Brook.  The system would include a pump station available to the Town, and the developers also have offered the Town an easement across their land that would enable sewer hook-up with Lobacki Drive.  


NHDES permits were granted for the original condominium project. They are waiting for approval from the town for the reconfigured project before going back to DES for this project. 


As as part of the project, Mr. LaRoche stated willingness to remove approximately 2,200 s.f. of asphalt from the Shoreland Conservation Zone. The asphalt was left by a prior development



After confirming that crossing the Shoreland Conservation Zone by pipe laid under Wallace Brook is required for sewer hook-up, the Conservation Commission supported the proposed location for the crossing. Mr. Belletete said the excavation to lay pipe under the stream will be done during summer to coincide with seasonal low flow conditions, and that all efforts will be made to lessen disruption to stream flow, stating optimism that disruption could be limited to one day. 


After discussion, the Conservation Commission will recommend to the Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA) that the Special Exception application (Case Number 1201) be approved with the following conditions: 

1. That the work be done in July or August to coincide with seasonal low water levels;

2. That before starting work in the Shoreland Conservation Zone, appropriate erosion protection controls be put in place and indicated on plans submitted to the town and state.                                  

3. That to achieve soil stabilization, the disturbed area be seeded with conservation mix recommended by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), thereby assisting the return of natural vegetation and its benefits listed under 245012B (1) through (5). 

As added note to the ConCom recommendation to the ZBA, Mr. LaRoche and Mr. Belletete said they are willing to remove pavement from the Shoreland Conservation Zone remaining from a prior development, and to seed that area as part of the sewer line work.


As this would involve additional disturbance in the Shoreland Conservation Zone, the ConCom will make a site visit to the old pavement area in the spring. If it determines that asphalt removal and site restoration are advised, the ConCom will recommend that the ZBA permit work in the 100-foot shoreland buffer area in order to remove the asphalt and restore the disturbed area.  


This alternative, if allowed by the ZBA, would increase the length of the sewer line route across the Shoreland Conservation Zone but would result in the removal of asphalt in that zone, a beneficial trade-off.

Regarding future projects impacting shoreland:

1. No town code requires ConCom comment to the ZBA in applications for Special Exception to cross the Shoreland Conservation Zone.  Francie Von Mertens has requested that OCD Director Pete Throop determine with the ZBA if there is a standard protocol that could be used so that the Conservation Commission is notified in a timely fashion, if ConCom comment is desired, before the ZBA considers an application.  This is intended to avoid delay that has occurred in the past when the ZBA has requested ConCom comment upon considering an application at its regular meeting. It also replicates a system in the Planning Board's Site Plan Review where ConCom comment is required on projects involving crossing the Wetlands Protection Overlay Zone.

2. ConCom members discussed potential duplication of separating Shoreland and Wetlands, former to the ZBA and latter to the Planning Board. In many cases, given the definition of wetlands, shoreland along streams and ponds also is wetland if it contains a strip of wetland vegetation. This point is seldom recognized.

Middle Hancock Road forestry project

Follow-up with NHDES was discussed, given that the State Forester stated that any potential infractions at the site related to wetlands, not forestry.

Jo Anne Carr will contact NHDES to determine necessary steps towards a NHDES site visit. 

Update / Monahon easements allowable uses
Regarding Ian McSweeney's discussion with the ConCom in November about possible farm-related activities at the Monahon easement properties, a zoning petition is circulating for town vote to expand uses at farms that Mr. McSweeney mentioned.  Von Mertens requested more information from Mr. McSweeney. 
Adjourned 5:45                                                                                       minutes / cn; fvm
