Minutes of the Peterborough Conservation Commission Meeting

January 17, 2013, Town House Peterborough, 7 p.m.

Present:  Swift Corwin, Bryn Dumas, John Kerrick, John Patterson, Francie Von 
Mertens, Robert Wood; Cynthia Nichols

Guest: Ed Henault, Open Space Committee chair

November's minutes were approved. There was no December meeting.
Easement support funding

Ed Henault requested support funding for three conservation easements completed recently in Peterborough by the Harris Center. He said it is the Open Space Committee's policy to help cover a landowner's transaction expenses when land with significant natural resource value is conserved.


Two easements are linked: Sunnyfield Farm Inc. 40 acres on Bogle Road with shoreland on the Contoocook River; and Crotched Mountain Foundation 17 acres across Bogle Road from that easement and fronting Route 136. He said they link with existing conservation land; conserve important agricultural and forest resources; and shoreland and wetlands.


In support of the two easements he requested $5,000 from the Land Acquisition Capital Reserve Fund for which the ConCom and Select Board are co-agents to expend.


After discussion, John Patterson moved and Bryn Dumas seconded the following motion:


Move approval of $5,000 from the Land Acquisition Capital Reserve Fund to 
be paid the Harris Center for Conservation Education Easement 
Stewardship Fund. This is in support of the Sunnyfield Farm and Crotched 
Mountain easements on Bogle Road.





The motion passed unanimously.

(Francie Von Mertens left the room for the next discussion.)

Ed Henault requested $1,000 support funding for an easement on the Community Garden six-acre parcel on Route 202N and Scott Mitchell Road. Terms of the easement limit future land uses to agricultural.  He showed a list of the landowner's expenses and requested $1,000 support to be paid the Harris Center to partially defray those expenses. 

John Patterson moved and Bryn Dumas seconded the following motion:


Move approval of $1,000 from the Land Acquisition Capital Reserve Fund to 
be paid the Harris Center for Conservation Education Easement 
Stewardship Fund. This is in support of the Community Garden 
conservation easement on Scott Mitchell Road and Route 202N.




The motion passed unanimously.
Ed Henault said he would present the funding proposal to the Select Board for its approval.

Conservation Easements
Susan Stanbury's spreadsheet showed good progress on monitoring, with a few easements yet to be done. John Patterson and Cynthia will do the Wardwell-Cheney easement; Bryn Dumas will contact David Cheney to do the D'Addamio and Wollett easements.


Susan Stanbury has resigned from the ConCom expressing appreciation for how serving on the Commission as a newcomer to town helped her get to know Peterborough. She said she remains available for specific ConCom projects.


It was agreed that the ConCom will recommend Cynthia Nichols as an Alternate member in Susan's place.  Cynthia has expressed an interest in taking on the easement monitoring role as well as continuing her active involvement in the Vernal Pool Project.


Von Mertens will write a letter of recommendation to the Select Board for her appointment.


Cheney Avenue Field easement

John Patterson and Swift Corwin will find survey pins along Cheney Avenue as follow-up to the Forest Society's concern that there is encroachment on the Cheney Avenue Field conservation easement. Von Mertens will get contact information of the abutters to notify them of the site visit.  Discussion suggested hiring a surveyor might be the next step as there are so many abutters to the field.
Wetlands Permit

After discussion, members approved the following motion regarding dam restoration work on Cranberry Meadow Pond. (Corwin motion; Kerrick second)


Move to approve Conservation Commission signature for the Wetlands 
Permit Application for dam restoration work on Cranberry Meadow Pond.

 



The motion passed.  John Patterson abstained.

Day of Service / Fremont Conservation Area blowdowns

Von Mertens said there would be a workgang Saturday on the National Day of Service to restore trail access where large trees had uprooted to block the Fremont trail. Volunteers welcomed.
Vernal Pool Project 

Year two training sessions will be Wednesday April 17, 7 p.m. at Town House; Saturday April 20 field session most likely at ConVal.  Additional volunteers are desired.

The meeting adjourned at 8:35; next regularly scheduled meeting is February 21, 7 p.m. at Town House.

